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EDITORIAL

The 21%' November, marked as Armed Forces Day, preserves immense significance in
the history of our Liberation War. On this historic day in 1971, the valiant members of
Bangladesh Army, Mavy and Air Force along with the freedom fighters from all walks of
life, launched an all ocut offensive on the occupation forces. The decisive attacks
coordinated from all sectors compelled the enemy to surrender, resulting the glorious
victory of Bangladesh. On this day of remembrance, the nation along with the members
of the Armed Forces pay homage to the martyrs of our Liberation War and express
heartfell gratitude to all freedom fightars and their family members.

The spirit of '"Armed Forces Day’ gives us a deep sense of pride and honour and is ever
imprinted in the mind of every member of Armed Forces, This day specially marks an
enduring bond of inter-service solidarity and amity.

In the seres of commeamorative events organized by the Armed Forces, we also bring
out a journal, with due satisfaction. It is really encouraging that, the contribuiors of
articles could spare valuable time for intellectual pursuit and present some gquality
papers on issuwes of miltary and national sirategic interests. Scholars from civil society
have also enrched our journal by rendering their articles, | would like to express my
sincere appreciation to all the contribufors of articles who, amidst their busy schedule,
displayed a high standard of commitment towards the noble causa,

| am highly indebted fo the Principal Staff Officer, Armed Forces Division, for his
guidance and encouragemeant which were indispensable for the preparation and timely
publication of this journal. The members of the editorial board tried their best to ensure
the ariginality, factuality and creativity of all the write-ups. The team sinceraly pursuad
careful editing and thus ensured its smooth publication. Despite careful scrutiny at this
and, wa request readers’ accommodative view on our shoricomings, if thera is any.

Finally, we pray to the Almighty for the salvation of the deparied souls of the martyrs of
our War of Independence. Let our hearls and minds be always guided by the spirit of
our great Liberation War. Let us always remember with due respect the sacrifices made
by the entire nation to achieve our coveted independanca,

May Allah bless us all.

Chief Editor
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DEFENCE DIPLOMACY IN BANGLADESH-AN

I anegy INTROSPECTION
u ol Col Husain Muhammad Masihur Rahman, SPP, afwe, psc

Introduction

Meed for inter-communication between states has been felt by the socielies
since the eariest time." Human being's most wanted desire to exert
influence on individuals and entity is eternal. One of the most common ways
to influence over the other states is to send envoys to communicate and
persuade the stale to accept or concede to own ferms. This gave birth of
foreign ministries, followed from the desire of the rulers fo maintain

- continuows flow of diplomatic activities in which relationships between

_ . diplomatic pariners, between internal sources of political influence and
g ;o X between differing issues could be carefully followed and controlled.

3 - _ “_Clﬂ-‘-#l_; A nation's power in future will be measured by its ability to mold, join and

= 2 sometimes lead international coalitions in unpredicable events and crises.?

To that end, militanes are being employed increasingly in foreign relations
duties. Through the involvement in peace operations, security sector reform
activities, Disaster Management (DM), security dialogues efc, armed forces
can prevent conflict rather than to conduct the conflict. Thus rises the
phenomenon of defence diplomacy. The fact is, ‘war is not the only means
of international policy to which armed forces are suited'®; they are effective
in diplomacy too.

Security being the highest responsibility of the stafe*, use and employment
of military for both at home and abroad must be based on appropriate
national policy. Starting from image building to achieving economic
emancipation, all depend on how Bangladesh pursues national inferest. The
slow but steady growth of Bangladesh from ‘bottomiess basket'® fo MNesct
Eleven®, to a middle income country™ is a great leap forward for
Bangladesh. It needs to signal the world, what Bangladesh is for and where
it is destined to. To that end paricipation in United Mations Feace Keeping
Operations (UNPKO) and DM are very effective platforms.

1 Righard Langhoma, 'Hislory and the Evolution of Dipiomaoy’, ovaiabls ol Repcifeww diplomany sda!
resou el ganeralhisions-and-gwaly lion-S plemacy

& 'End of Sirategic Actcnomy’, The Indian Expross, ko 10, 2014,

3 Jusn Fris, (2013, Meiiher Sieunch Frisnds nor Corfirmed Foss Mew Zealand's Defance Diplomasy in
fimia®, A thesis submitied fo Viclona University of Wellingion,

i Bargladesh Paliameriary Starding Commifes on Dalanzs AVairs dsciha i AFD s May 200

& Henry Elssinger has bean alleged & have bermed Bangladesh oz ‘Botiomioss Basket’ in 1870n, though
thars s no ampinicsl evidance of him making such cowmants

¢ Bangladesh s grouped as “The Mext Eleven®, the oleven countries having a bigh potertisl of becoming
among the workfs lafgest econormias in tha 213l cenlung idenified By Goldman Sachaimasimesd
bank and economist Jim 'edll in @ reseanch paper hitps-en. wikipedin .orgfeisifeod. Eloven.

¥ Thia i tha wision of Bangladash got o be @ middks incoma couniny by 2021,
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Armmed forces have a peacetime role in pursuit of broader security and
foreign policy goals as seen from the guidance and employment practices
workdwide, From this paint, this paper first highlights the defence diplomacy
and discusses the defence diplomatic practices by different countries, Then
the stale of defence diplomacy in Bangladesh is discussed and finally
recommendations are made for the defence diplomacy of Bangladesh in
furthering national interasts,

Aim
The aim of this paper is o study the practices of defence diplomacy in

Bangladesh and suggest measures for making it more complementary to
the national interest,

Diplomacy and Defence Diplomacy

# Diplomacy. Diplomacy Is the stalecraft® dealing with external affairs of a
country. |t is the art vis & vis the practice of conducting interstate relations.
Diplomacy is defined as “management of international ralation by
negoliation; the method by which these relations are adjusted and managed
by ambassadors and envoys; arl of the diplomats™®, [t usually refers to the
conduct of intermational relations through the employment of professional
diplomats. The word diplomacy comes from French ‘diplomatie’, formed
from ‘diplomate’, which comes from Latin adjective ‘diplomaticos’,
from diploma (ganitive diplomatis).’® Generally it deals with the issues of
interstate relations, peace-making, trade, war, economics, culture,
environment, human rights and many more.

# Defence Diplomacy. Defence diplomacy may be defined as the use of
Armed Forces as a tool of attaining security and foreign policy objectives,
which helps in improving the relationship among countries. Defence
diplomacy postulates the peacetime use of armed forces, Generally it
focuses on military fraining and hardware exchange, peace-making,
participation in international forums, securily dialoguas, visits and port calls
of military delegations, ships and aircrafts efc, which helps building good
interstate relations.

® Diplomacy and Defence Diplomacy. Foreign policy is implemented
primarily by diplomats, supported by defence diplomats. Generally,
diplomacy directly relates to the national core issues. Mast of the countries
conduct defence diplomacy as a separate field, though defence diplomats
function in coordination with foreign office. Defence diplomacy distinguishes
fram other types of military cooperalion with potential adversaries towards

building cooperative relationships i.e, sirategic engagement. This promates
democratic civilian control of armed forces and supports regimes to develop

B “The ad or akill of conduding gosemment afaics’ o the st of conduciing public aftsin; sateranship,
8 Mioolsor Hanold, Eir. [1838). Diplomacy. Cdond Universiy Prasa, London.
10 kitpfmww dicionany. combroveaidiploracy, scosseed on May 17, 2018
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peacekeeping capabilities’. Defence diplomacy is nol a competitor or
substitute of diplomacy; rather it is complementary, having different
functions, objectives and orentation, Defence diplomacy may not be left at
the disposal of conventional and bureauvcratic process; rather it should be
approached from national defence perspeclives— whal the country has o
gain thraugh the use of armed forces,

Practices of Defence Diplomacy around the World

® General Trend of Defence Diplomacy. Defence diplomacy deals with the
development and amployment of the armed forces lo strengthen long-term
security of the state. Most of the countries conduct defence diplomacy
independently based on national security and defence policy; dependent of
stralegic culture. Like olher elements of national power (e.g. diplomacy,
information, economy and the like), defence diplomacy contributes to the
national interast directly, It has dual roles; to contribute to the defence and
contribute to ‘diplomacy’ or fargign palicy.

® USA. US defence diplomacy is independeant and part of a wider concept of
defence engagement which covered two types of military activities, The first
group is Foreign Miltary Interaction'? encompassing mililary assistance,
military education, joint exercises and operations. The second group s
defence diplomacy. This term is used to describe military and defence
support of foreign policy in peacetime. US National Military Strategy uses
defence diplomacy o ‘halp shape the international emvironmeant primarily
through their inherent deterrent qualities and through peacetime miitary
engagemenls. The shaping element of this sirategy helps foster the
institutions and international relationships that constilute a paaceful stratagic
environment by promoling slability; preventing and reducing conflict and
threats; and deterring aggrassion and coercion, 2

® UK. UK has independent defence diplomacy policy that aims helping
prevent conflicts escalating or occurming. Use of ‘diplomacy’ reflected the
way thase activities are conducted by armed forces; confributed to foraign
policy. As expressed in the UK strategic defence review, UK armed forces
are used in support of diplomacy alongside economic, trade and
development, lo strengthen security and avert conflict. Defence diplomacy
mission is intended to ‘provide forces o meet the varied activities
undertaken to dispal hostility, build and maintain trust and assist in the
development of democralically accountable armed forces, thereby making a
significant contribution 1o conflict prevenlion and resolution.”™* UK aims at
conducting more preventive diplomacy' including the use of aid to
encourage economsc and political development.

1 Fiipeaien wikipadia orp's K Dipiomacy, scossssd on May 17, 2018
2 Fris, ibid.

vy Chairman of B Joinl Chiefe of Siaf, Nalons Mitan: Sralegy of e Unfed Stsies of Amence: Shaps, Bespond
Prepan Vow: A Miary Stefog)y bra New Em, 12,

14 UK Minstry of Dalence, Siedeps Defocs Revew Soppoiing Essey Four Delsnce [ipdomacy, 1050, 106,
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# China. China conducts defence diplomacy to guide ils general diplomacy
sirategy 1o benefit national security and 1o ensure that international situation
is guided to own benefils, |ts defence diplomacy has sirategic and military
significancea. Major function of the Chinese defence diplomacy is to profect
nalional interests such as maintenance of a peaceful security environment,
modernization of armed forces and enhancing China’s influence on other
countries, Foreign military relations are considered a sirategic-level activity
by the Chinese leadership. Military coordinales its defence diplomacy
activities with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) on a routine basis, It
employs a varety of activities, programs, and struclures like high-level
stralegic security dialogues, military functional exchanges, professional
military education exchanges, import and export of military weapons and
equipment, and participation in peacekeeping operations, 1®

# |ndia. Defence diplomacy in India is ganerally seen as one of the fools in
the conduct of & country’s diplomacy.™ India has nol progressed enough in
military diplomacy due o bureaucratic inertia. However, il is incraasing the
use of defence diplomacy in furthering national interests. It is conducted as
part of India's overall diplomacy, which is expecled to acl as a significant
catalyst in strangthening its tes with fiendly countries.

Future Diplomatic Engagements— PKO and DM

Diplomacy is used lo project the image of the country while military is
somelimes used to project power, though bolh complement each other. In
the recent years, there had been refocus on diplomacy. It had been the
comersione in the alliance based international systems, Bul with the demise
of WARSAW, NATO finds itsalf in & stale of redundancy. Similar is the case
for many other forms of coordination mechanisms, Hence states are slowly
lurning to unified platforms that solve the problems of intersiate relationship.
United Nation is gaining its due importance with the passage of lime. Fulure
diplomatic manoeuver are likely to add two important fields as described in
subsequent paragraphs.

® UNPKO Based Engagement. By parlicipating in the UNPKO, nations
achieve much more dividends than apparent advantages, Al one end, it
contributes to the peace and fulfills the consfitutional obligations for
supporting international peace and stability. Participation in UNPKO builds
positive image of the country and also projects positive strategic cullure of
the nation. UNPKO also acts as a good signal for the dominating big
nations, as nations are putting more importance on UNPKO, This aspecl is

1& DCipiomatic action taken fo prevent disputes fom escalating into confics and o im the spread of
ennlicta whian Py scogr. (Divid Capia and Paul Evana, The Aaw Pealc Seeurly Lancon” Ind ad,
{Singapor: Insiitute of Southeast Asian Shidies, 2007, 185}

16 Whibs Faper on CRiness Armeed Fortas,

17 Rajogopalon, Rajpswan Pillal Dr, Miltary Diplomacy: The Meed for india o Effootively Usa in Bs
Comdus of Dipmacy’ avallabde gl rapasarimpgepalsniemail com,
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gl T ety observed from the increase of China's contribution of Infantry Battalion in
: ) iy - 2015 for UNPKO. China, having the largest standing army in tha world,
Q" F— participates in UNPKOs from 1992, but did not contribute any frontline
i fighters before 2015."% More so0, there is a sharp increase in the pledges
from the nations for troop conirbution for the UN. More than 50 countries
hava pledged to contribute more than 40,000 new troops and police to serve
in UNPKD during the Security Council meeting on 27 September 2015.7%
Thesa indicate that, deployments of national military assets are bacoming
more focused, more compeiifive and more prestigious. As ofher nations
pledge more troops for UNPKO, Bangladeshi forces’ strength reduces as a
consequence. There 15 a need of greater defence diplomalic efforts o
continua with the leading troop contribution for UNPKO,

® DM Based Defence Engagements. In the midst of crificism that

- humanitarians are not doing enough, the world strives to ba more humane.

- Mations are more considerate and maftured for standing beside a nafion at
_" sl y . shock and disaster, Paricipation in DM works as a strong bridge between
] _ . .ﬂ A— nations in strengthening relationship. For example, Bangladesh participation
- . - in tha search of missing Malaysian Aidiner MH370 brought asteem for the

Bangladeshi nationals in Malaysia. Bangladesh participates regularly in DM
activities in different parts of the world, DM brings countries together as was
the case for Turkey and Greece in 2000. Same was observed during the
Pakistan Earthquake in 2005, when India opanad its three points on s lines
of control to faclitate rescue operations. Sichuan Earth Quake in 2008
galvanized Chinesa natian.

# Broader Engagement of Military in Future. Ever dynamic fields of
diplomacy continue to evolve with time, New fields of international
engagements are emenging regularly bui there i no specific pattern. What is
cartain is the invalvement of the UN for maintaining world peace and
prospenty. While participation in UNPKO demonstrates the nations resolve
for international peace, participation in DM is an indication about the nation's
valug for humanity and friendship. Both will continue to progress with time.
Armed forces are the most suitable enlities for both the dulies and would
continue to be engaged in future. For doing these duties effectively,
increased angagemant of defence diplomats is likely to be a pattern in fulure.

Present State-Conduct of Defence Diplomacy in Bangladesh

® Progress of Defence Diplomacy. Defence diplomalic activibes of
Bangladesh siill remains at nascent stage. lis focus from 1971 to 1975 was

10 Chine'e LINPHID participoiion in i pael seinly Boed been in supood ianics ke medicals snginasning ic; nal with
imaniry.

0 i Nerwe bnffrgionpost comdat tylon-paecekaspng-mei_us_SElEtetemicd B0000e TR,




limited to the acquisition of military equipment, train personnel and establish
defence cooperation with selected countries®®. From 1975 to 1980, defence
diplomacy reached beyond India and Soviet Uniom; military ties with US,
China, Turkey, Brazil and Middle Eastern countries developed. Bangladesh
started its joumey to the UNPKO during this time. From 1991, military
diplomacy is being utlized as an element of foreign policy. Bangladesh
focused its military efforts for international peace, conflict resolution and DM
actvities. Armed forces continue to play this role and strive to further it.

# Defence Wings in Diplomatic Missions. Presently Bangladesh has
13 defence wings in diplomatic missions. More 23 defence wings are in the
planning stage®' which will make total 36 defence wings. Present efforts of
Bangladesh's defence diplomacy revolves around few fields Bke exchange
of sanior military officials visits, achieving sifuational awareness, exchange
of military educations and military hardware. Participation in UNPKO and
participation of DM of Bangladesh are also coordinated by the defence
wings of respective diplomatic missions. Defence diplomacy can play
significant role in developing better relationship with other countries. To that
effect, armed forces can play significant role in strengthening relationship
through defence engagements.®

# Participation in UNPKO. Transformation of the image of a famine-
flood stricken Bangladesh to a global pariner for peace and stability has
been mainly through its commitment for word peace. One of the main
foreign engagements of Bangladesh since 19908 had been the participation
in UNPKD, which porirayed Positive Bangladesh abroad and emerged as
top troop contributor for the UN. It presently deploys nearly 8000 Peace
Kespers in 20 different UN missions, who work under the auspices of
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. With the recent new policy of the LN on National
Support Elements®3: Bangladesh can explore mora opportunities in different
peace keeping missions. Bangladesh could achieve more from the UN
mission with little more diplomatic tunes in its efforts of troop contributions.

#* Participation in DM in different Countries. Bangladesh's
Partcipation in DM in different countries with humble kinds but big heart has
become a hallmark. Being a disaster prone country, Bangladesh conducts
DM operations efficiently. It's paricipation in overseas DM action has been
lauded heavily worldwide, as it stands with small hands in DM wherever it

20 Aamod, A E W dagiul {Eng Gen), & Tolukser, Ay Maser Mitery Diplameny - An Experienon of 80, Sengisdesh
Ay Jowm! mambar B, 2003)

E1 Primo Minister's offios (AFD) mamo (ot shared) n 2011.
32 Ehabidul Hequs, Senalary MOFA, 33 Augus! 3076, in & Siscuasion saasion p) MOFA

2 A new LM policy on NSE, allowing toop conribuiing countrins: io dosloy additional forces. for supporing depioped
lens. This fofos can Ba used for dakancs diplomancy.




T amea can reach, ‘Nepal owes greatly™ to Bangladesh for the humanitarian efforts

N — during the MNepal Earth Quake in 2015. China does not consider the kinds
*‘ ?_- with which Bangladesh participated in Sichuan Earthguake 2008, rather
'...evaluates the gesture to stand by China with great heart®*. These efforis

egnhance the image of Bangladesh beyomd the proporiion and work as
catalyst in achieving other national interasts.

® Participating in Different International Forum. Armed forces
organize and participate in different security and defence forums regularly,
which bring participating countries together. Organization of intermational
events like Indian Ocean Naval Symposium in Bangladesh in 2016 brought

in 46 senior Naval officials. Muiual trust and cooperation achieved through
this forum furthers inferstate relations.

® Bi-lateral Dialogues, Partnership Programs Visits Etc.
3 Bangladesh Military has regular engagement with USA through various
activities like security dialogues, partnership programs atc, They have deep

: g engagemeant with Chinese miltary for forces development. They also
e’ S0 " - maintain very good relationship with Indian Miitary in the form for exchange
B el programs, dialogues, meetings etc. Military cooperation with Saudi Arabia
T Te— especially, training Saudi troops is @ very important diplomatic engagement

Bangladesh facilitating stronger fies. Similarly, Armed forces' cordial
relationship with Middle Eastemn countries facilitates strong bi-lateral
bondage. Banpladesh Armed forces maintain strong bi-taleral bondage.
Bangladesh Armed forces maintain strong relationship with UK, Turkey and
many other countries. All thesa commitments not only contribute in the field
of security, but also contribule greatly to the prosperity of Bangladesh.
These activities help develop mutual confidence, cooperation and harmony
with those countries.

Weaknesses of Defence Diplomacy in Bangladesh

# Ahzence of Policy on Defence Diplomacy. Conduct of defence
diplomacy is directly linked fo the strategic culture. Bangladesh is yet to
have national policy on defence diplomacy. Deployment of defence
diplomats reached to the present level in 1930s, though their roles and
functions have not bean siructured yet, Comprahansive policy on defence
diplomacy would guide as to how defence forces should help develop
secured neighbourhood and stronger relations with other countries, help
forces development, reduce tension in the borders and be employed
gbroad. Armed Forces' padicipation in UNPEO and DM in different parts of
the workd won hearis and minds of milions regulary. Military i3 reaching
many parts of the word through UNPEO and DM operations where
diplomacy cannot. This must be integrated in the defence diplomacy.

24 Beburam Sheestha, Coional, Chiof Coomdinafor of Mopal Esrhquake Monogomern! Operalon in 2005, in an
inkerdiery wilh e auther on June 0T, 20168,

25 Bonbor Colongl Woo Aun Bo, Chinoss fomey, Spaciolist on DM, in an inkorsiow with tha author om May 12, 2018,

weoroncsonoomame( BN &




# Lack of Training for Defence Diplomats. Appropriate fraining is
necessary for defance diplomats to perform aptly in the diplomatic missions.
Ag there axists adhoc mechanism in defence diplomacy management, no
formal training has been arranged for them. Defence diplomats must be
trained on the objectives and goals as per national defence policy.
Achisvement of defence diplomacy would be far more with a better structure
and more coordinated efiorts. Bangladesh beyond the proportion, and wark
as catalyst in achieving other national interests.

#® Lack of Exploration for Cooperation through Armed Forces.
Bangladesh has high esteam in all the countries where Armed Forcas
participated in UNPKO, Their professionalism is well recognized all over the
African continent. Bangladesh can actively participate in some of the
security sector reform activiies whera military participate in UNPKO.
China's entry in to the infrastructure development aclivities of African
countries has comelation with its participation in UNPKO. As Bangladesh
plans to explore the African market (espacially the HR market), engagement
through armed forces could be easier. A well-coordinated approach can
make Bangladesh enftry in to the markets smooth and |long-lasting, if done
from the closing stage of the UNPKO.

Imperatives for Bangladesh from Defence Diplomacy

Bangladesh does not hesitate to use its armed forcas for intermational
peace and stabilty as ils sirategic culture goes. Employment of Armed
forces under appropriate mechanism bolsters country’s position. Hence,
Bangladesh may improve its defence diplomacy. Considering defence,
diplomatic and economic interests, following actions are recommended for
Bangladesh:

® For achieving diplomatic leverage, Bangiadesh may increase its focus
on defence diplomacy and strengthen defence diplomatic afforts with all the
countries. Planned 23 new defence wings may be established soon to
harness greater national interests.

® AFD should formulate appropriate defence diplomacy policy and
conduct defence diplomacy accordingly, keeping defence wings within the
auspices of the MOFA. Mecessary amendment may be made in the Army
Rules on defence diplomacy. AFD may b appropriately organized within the
present framework to conduct more effective defence diplomacy. Possible
advantage as offered by the UN policy of 'National Support Elements’ may
b harmessed for achieving more pational interests for Bangladesh.

® As compefitions are intensifying for participation in UNPKO,
Bangladesh must maintain its lead position in UNPKO. To that effect,
defence wing of Permanent Bangladesh Mission in New York may be
strengthened to have more focus on diplomatic affairs at UN head office.

® Banpgladesh may remain prompt and proactive in extending support
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whenever any opportunity arizes for standing-by any nation during Disaster.
Defence diplomats should remain engaged within the diplomatic missions
for exiending support fo DM dufies whenever any sifuation arises.

® Bangladesh may strive to maintain its position in Troop comtribufion
for UMPKD. As pledges from stronger countries are forthcoming,
Bangladesh needs o exercise more vigilance on the performance of peace
keepers and improve fraining standard for maintaining the cutling-edge as
leading troop coniributing country.

Conclusion

Diploratic operations, though started at least 5000 years from now,
emerged as an assential elemeant of statacraft in the 20fh century. Defence
diplomacy, though a part of diplomacy, is given special atiention by most of
the siates in present days. As Humanitarian actions and UNPKO are
attaining more importance, scope and necessities of defence diplomacy is
expanding. A developing country, whose economy has high dependence on
the saervice secior, needs fo grab all the opportunities to furthering national
interests, Bangladesh being one of the emerging economies needs to
sirengthen its diplomatic ties with all the countries. Enhancing defence
diplomacy would go a long way in furthering national interest of Bangladesh.

Efforts in diplomacy and outcome are nol directly proportional. There Is
hardly any short-lerm gain in diplomacy. Somelimes there remains no
apparent progress and sometimes the progress is enormous. Defence
diplomacy is very effective in developing cooperation, confidence and
mulual trust amang nations. Impartance of defence diplomatic efforts may
not be measured by the efforts involved; rather in terms of how many hearts
it drenched in the process. Its effective use brings result beyond proportion,
hence deserves mare attantion in Bangladesh,
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MARITIME TERRORISM: STRATEGIC

PREPAREDNESS FOR BANGLADESH

Commander M Mahbubur Rahman, (TAS), psc, BN

Uranium could also lead to the construction of bombs. A single
bomb of this type, carried by boat and exploded in a port, might
very well destroy the whole port together with some of the

surrounding territory.
—Albert Einsiein in a letter to US President Franklin Roosevelt on 2
August 1939
3 Introduction
. pie The former United States Chief of Naval Operations, Admiral Gary
g oy Roughead mentioned that, “In this past century, our world has been driven

= ;-_'_'_ - w and our méitary has bean employed against what | call the three-isms. There
: : was fascism, There was communism. And now, there is larrorism.™ An

e — - academic study on the subject of maritime terrorism by Asal & Hastings
(2014) states: "Altacks agains! maritime targetls by lerrorists are very rare,
The Global Terrorism Database (GTD) only notes 199 out of 98,000 attacks
in 40 years, which is less than 0.2% of the total.”? However in recent years,
as the threat of terrorism grows around the word, thera has also been a
steady increase in maritime attacks which poses a very serious impact on
maritime trade and global peace and security. Shipping and sea bome trade
ara vital for the ecanomy but they are threatenad by maritime terrorism. The
incidence of hijacking, armed attacks against ships, as well as other crimes
al sea, such as piracy, drug trafficking and human trafficking are incraasing.
Regional cooperalion is essential to overcome these weaknasses and
ensure efficiant implementation of maritime security initiative.® Tharefore,
every coastal country needs serious attention to address the maritime
terrorism threat in her domain as well as global highway.

Bangladesh is a littoral of Bay of Bengal: The geostralagic location
and geopolitical situation, along with the maritime characteristics of
Bangladesh, has made it a potential threat to Martime Terrorism, It is
imperative that Bangladesh prepare herself in order to address Maritime
Terrorism threats in coordination with regional and global partners.

This paper will first discuss about the attributes of Maritime Terrorism, After
which, the discussion will shift to vulnerabilities and possible threats in the

1 L awy Blography Quolss, waberls visied 07 Jun 15,

2 Justie b, Haabngs e Vicke Basl “When Temossm Qoo b Seac Temcitsl Organleations and e ko o Merdbr
Targets®, F 1
3 Mamomendum B, Counddl for securily Congamtion in Asis-Faclic.
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context of Bangladesh. Moreover, some recent examples of Martime
Terrorism along with an analysis of globally accepted procedures employed
to combal maritime terrorism will be discussed. Finally, this paper will
suggest options for Bangladesh to combat Maritime Terrarism,

Aim

The aim of this paper is to discuss and analyse the current trends
related to Maritime Terrorism with the view of proposing options o combat
those by Bangladesh,

Attributes Of Maritime Terrorism
Terrorism in Maritime Domain

According o The Councl for Security Cooperation in the Asia Pacific
(CSCAP) Maritime Terrorism is, ‘The undertaking of terrorist acts and
activities within the maritime environment, using or against vessals or fixed
platforms at sea or in port, or against any one of their passengers or
personnel, against coastal facilities or setlements, including tourist resos,
port areas and port towns or cities. Expansion of this definition can be done
to define Maritime Termorism, “As the use or threat of violence against a ship,
its passengers or sailors, cargo, a port facilty, or if the purpose is solely a
platform for political ends.® The definition can be expanded further to include
the use of the marilime transportation syslem lo smuggle lerrorists or
terrorist malerials into the targeted country. Maritime terrarism is motivaled
by political goals beyond the immediate act of attacking a maritime target.

Characteristics of Maritime Terrorism

According to Dr. Justin Hastings, there are only two relevant
organisational characteristics that are relevant to the conduct of maritime
terrorism — the capabilties of terrorist organisations that would allow them to
engage in martime attacks and the ideoclogy upheld by terrorist
organisations that might lead them to want to engage in maritime attacks.

On the other hand, based on recent studies and compared to preferad
largets several decades ago, maritime largets are now ideologically
indistinguishable from any other terrorist targetsS. This means that as
marntime trade flourishes, terrorist organizations are now more likely to
engage in maritime attacks given the importance of seabome activities to
the global econamic systam.

Targets and Methods

Maritime terrorisls targel vessels that will have some effect on lhe
political objective they are trying to achieve. Thus, targets that are chosen
4 Wabsio of Conbar o inlwmabional Maritime Secority, vislilnd on 18 Aug 2015,

§ Wisbsiis of Martive Terronem Feesarch Canler, wished on 18 Aug 2015

8 Jusin 'V, Hastings and Viclor Asal "Weaen Terroiem Goes 1o Saa: Tersonist Oeganizations and tha Move o
Martims Targets®, p 11
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by lerronsts fall into four categorias:7
® Ships as iconic langets;
® Ships as economic largets;
® Ships as mass casualty targets; and,
® Ships as waapons,
Piracy and Maritime Terrorism

Thus, leading some fo infer that piracy and maritime terrorism are ona
and the same, Despite such similarity, piracy is conducted solely for
monetary purpeses while terrorism is seen as a means (o a political end 2

Maritime Terrorism in Recent Past

Maritime Terrorism in Extra Regional Context

Attack on USS COLE. The Uniled Stales Mavy Guided Missile Destroyer

USS COLE (DDG-6T) was attacked by an explosive laden small fast moving

boat at tha Yemen coasl on 12 October 2000, Sevenleen American sailors
i were killed, and 39 were injured.

Attack on French OQil Tanker
Limburg. The terrorist attack was
carfied out on Limburg by an
explosive-laden boal off the coasl of
Yemen on 06 October 2002. The blast
on the Limburg ofl tanker killed one
crew member and sending more than

FIG = 1: USES COLE ks being 80,000 barrels of ol into the Gulf af
camiad for repair aftar terrorist aftack Aden.

Attack on Super Ferry 14. Abu
Sayyal group was responsible for an
explosion on the Super ferry 14
caused a fire on board and caused
mare than 116 lives in February 27,
2004,

Maritime Terrorism in Indian

FIG - 2: Oil tanker Limburg burning and Ocean Region
the damaged porian water lina

Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) : The LTTE was described as the “world's most militarily and
technologically advancad terrorist organization,”

T Mumpiy Marin N, Small Boats, Wesk Siates, Dirty Money: Piracy and Martims Temorsm in thae Modsm
World, P 1594,

B Wichel, Cobn L, “Countering Martima Terordsm in the Cafbbassn Sea and the Allanic Ocean:
Implicatiors of Possibls Mariima Temorsm in tha Cafbsan " F 158-168"
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The LTTE had developed its own naval
combat unit called “Sea Tigers." Thay
attacked the Trincomalee naval base in
Oclober 2000 and sank a naval vesse! and
damaged several others. Another attack was
launchad in November 2008 against
Dakshina Naval base in Galle using heavily
armed gunboats and speed boats, A special
suicide squad called “Black Sea Tigers® in
July 18990 carried out its first suicide méssion
altacking the navy's command ship Edithara. The LTTE had been accusad
of hijacking several ships.

Mumbai Terrorist
Attack: On Movember 26,
2008, a group of terrorists
launched & series of
shooting and bombing
attacks across Mumbai,
kiling 164 people and
wounding about 308,
Tarrorists travelled by sea from Karachi across the Arabian Sea; hijacked an
Indian fishing vessal and killed its occupants; abandoned the fishing vessel
a few miles away from the coast of Mumbai; got info an inflatable rubber
boal and reached a fishing vilage in Mumbai lo carry oul the attack.

Maritime Terrorism Threat to Bangladesh

The present trends of Maritime Terrorism are unconventional and
wiolent in nature, Based on present trend of Maritime Terrorism, it can be
deduced thal the threats for Bangladesh are the followings®:

® Lse or threat of violence against the ship flying Bangladeshi flag or
carrying goods of Bangladesh;

® UUse or thraal of violence against the merchant ship or Bangladesh
Mavy ship stationed at harbour;

® s or threal of violence against fixed platform at porl or against
offshore installations at sea installed by Bangladesh;

® LIsa or threal of force against sailors/merchant men or passengers of
Bangladeshi ship;

® Lsa or threat of force against port facililies Bangladesh overtly or
covertly by the lerrorist groups;

® Using own porl'ships to transport terrorist or terrosist group against
own interest or anather couniry's interast.

S Intnndgw with Capthdosiak Ahmad, (5], pso, BN
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R e . Means, Methods and Reasons of Maritime Terrorism in

A o Bangladesh. Terrorism has her inherent characteristics of transnationalism.
ﬁ" ? The fall out of terrorism on & land-locked falled state can easily spill over or
i influence the security situation in littorals like Bangladesh, The internally

displaced citizens of war-torn countries can also be polent threats for
security and Maritime Temorism can be conducted through the sea to attract
the attention of the imtermational community or to raise financial strength.
The advent of technology and innovation has enabled lerrorists (o become
mora  dangerous
than  before 10
Thus, Bangladesh
has to combat
transnational non-
military  threats
amanating from
\ i the seas.
% NE=1 Insufficient security
A - FIG -6 '_I‘;:Eﬂpmaglrmﬁaufgm nwirgmapprﬂmmm B
= : 1+ L

. _:.1________ 1 5 m___numﬁun (Source of Map:Jane's Intelligance Review) :.;pn':.ls :::lal :I::
the littorals from
typical marine crime by non-military and non-state threats like gun running,
smuggling, human Irafficking, piracy, and armed robbery which somelimas
have close link with organisad lerrorist organisations, As an example, the
selzure of arms and ammunitions including sub-machine guns and AK rifles,
rockel propelled grenades and their launchers, 2000 grenades and three
lakh bullets (fig-5) during untoading on April 2, 2004 cannot be considerad
as a petty crime. In the present context, it is nol difficult for terrorist groups
to organise their own fleets fo conceal their identity using the facility of Flag

of Convenience (FOCs).

Future Perception. The Sea has multiple uses for terrorst organisations.

® For gunrunning of non-state aclors or terrorists from source
prganisations.

# Far tha clandestineg movermnant of their cadres from safe sanctuaries in
one country o anather,

® For the smuggling of narcolics as a source of revenue,

® For acts of economic lerrorism meant to disrupt the econamy, either
of a nation or a region or the whole world, And lastly,

® For the dandestine movement of WMD material to an inlended theatre
of operalions.

John Palch stated that, “In piracy, the responsibility lies with local law

Rowbe: Eow the arms came fa Bangladesh
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enforcement officials and not in the military. But maritime terrofism means . e
scrambling the naw."” Operationally, the international community must use -~ o
the most effective and efficient tools o counter these. This requires pragmatic - -y *
and sensible approach thal takes both military and non-military oplions into -
account. Some of those strategic approaches are described below.

* Combined Task Forces 151. United Mations Security Council
(UNSC) adopted five resolufions 1816, 1838, 1844, 1846 and 1851 fo cope
with the situation in Somalis, Guif of Aden'?. Based on these UNSC
resolutions Combined Naval Task Force 151 (CTF 151) has been
established to conduct counter piracy cperations in the waters off the coast
of Somalia. The CTF 150, 151 and 152 are examples for multinational naval
coalitions that are responsible for conducting both anfi-piracy and andi-
maritime terrorism operations.

# 1000 Ships Navy. Back in 2006, then USN Chief of Naval Operafions
Adrmiral Mike Mullen called for a vast undertaking by the world to combat the

maritime threats. Dubbed the “1000 Ship Nawy®, it was described as “a wmety
global mariime parinership that wnites maritime forces, port operators, 4. | el i}
commercial shippers, and international, governmental and nongovernmental H -
agencies lo address mutual concams.” Then JCS Chairman Admiral Mullen ~ i)

admitted to being “stunned” by the new epidemic of piracy and terrorist
hijackings at sea. Actually the most stunning aspect is the lack of a clear
strategy on how to deal with the situation from our military leaders.

* ReCAAP. The Regional Cooperation Agreement on Combating Piracy
and Armed Robbery against Ships in Asia (ReCAAR) is the first regeonal
govarnment-to-governmeant agreameant to promole and enhance cooperation
against piracy and armed robbery in Asia where 20 states are members.
The ReCAAP Information Sharing Centre (ISC) was established under the
ReCAAF Agreement The roles of ReCAAP ISC include exchanging
information among Contracling Parties on incidents of piracy and armed
robbery supports capacity building efforts of Conltracting Parties, and for
cooparative arangamants, '

Options For Bangladesh
Mechanism of Combating Terrorism

Basing on various dimensions of maritime terorsm, respective countries
may develop models in line with their political, military, foreign and economic
aspect in order to combat those, However in relation to previous discussions
the following aspects may be taken In to consideration for Bangladesh in
order to counter terrorizm®;

® Coordinated patrofling in the V3A (Vulnerable Sea Area) under regional
cooperation. This will require mutual trust among the lithorals in the VSA.

® |nteligence gathering mechanism by own siate is vital to combat
terrarism. Integration of coastal population in general and the coastal fishing
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and trading community in particular in the inteligence gathering process
can enrich much needed local knowledge. This local knowledge is important
to combal terrorism and piracy,

® National awareness program in general and coastal population in
parficular is paramount as it may encourage coastal population lo be
walchful and contribute lo countering sea terrorism.

® Regional crisis management cantre and satellite monitoring system
may be intagraled for quick response lo combat terrarism,

® Thare are following measures likely to enhance the safety of the ship
carrying important and dangerous cargo:

* Ships, as far as possible, should avoid narrow waler ways,

Unavoidable passage should be assumed only under escort offered by

the fransit state, States may watch the ship following its coast,

* Passage plan should be kept confidential and disseminated on need

to know basis including members of the crew,

* Crew identification and velled reference points should be kept
recorded,

* Ships approaching teritorial waters may be vetted for genuine crew,
Approaching ship may be asked to follow designated route and ships
movemeant may be monitored.

» Sami enclosed harbours in the VSA may be closed to traffic at night to
pravent suicide boat attack,

* Enforce surveillance around the port and anchorage.
* Activities of crew of anchored ships may be monitored.

Cooperative Engagement

From the analysis and discussions we can propose global cooperative
approach to counter this menace. In order for these initialives to be effective
and successful, there shall have three tiers of strategic preparedness

Future Perception. The Sea has multiple uses for terrarist organisations,

® For gunrunning of non-state aclors or terrorisls from source
organisations,

® For the dandestine movement of their cadres from safe sanciuarnies in
one country 1o another,

® For the smuggling of narcolics as a source of revenue.

1 Fich, Jah, "Tha Cvaniases Thinst " In kioSes Fiscy and Marma Tamvsm: Tha Chalenga of Piacy ko tha
218l Cartury, Exfled by M. R Hibarlald and Agosling Vion Hecssl, p 6575,

17 hitpNews U ngiprassieniZ00RSI54 doo him visited on 10 Sep 15,
13  hipsinewwar wordpress comi 20080 125 whers-s-fhe- 1 000-ship-nany vishied on 20 Jun 96,
14 ReCAAP webaite viabed 0§ Jun 18

18 Commardar M A Fazzak, "Coporenity for cooperation aganst Saa Boma Temorsm, "Headmark, Spring
2004, Jsumal of the Australian Ml inaliula,
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* For aclts of economic tarrorism meant to disrupt the economy, either
of a nation or a region or the whole world, As the lerrorists focus more and
mora on economic largets, it would be prudent fo expect more acts of
maritime lerrorism in the fulure. And lastly,

® For the clandestine movement of WMD material to an intended
theatre of operations. Considering the historical perspective and threat
probability, though the threat of maritime terrorsm seems o be a very
remate possibility, it is actually probable in Bangladesh's waters.

Local Cooperative Engagement: To combal terrorism, illicit trafficking,
piracy and threat to freedom of navigation in the maritime domain, we
should:

® |ncrease capabilities in integrated maritime detection, monitoring, and
intefligance to national maritime domain awarenass;

® |mplementation of Automated Identification System (AIS) for vessals
as required by [SPS code;

& Enhancing interoperability and capability lo perform visit, board,
search and saizure in contested environment with Bangladesh Coast guard
(BCG;

#* Cooperation between Armed Forces and Border Guard Bangladesh
(BGB) in terms of sharing knowledge, information, intelligence and
interoperability;

® |ntefligance sharing network with existing intelligence organisations
like the Directorate General Forces Inteligence (DGF1), BCG Intelligence,
National Security Intelligence (NSI) and Paolice intelligence organisations;

® Close ligisoning with maritime organisations of Bangladesh like
Bangladesh Shipping Corporation (BSC), BIWTC, BIWTA, Fishing Vessel
owners associations ete, and sharing information; and,

* Functioning Maritime Headquariers (MHQ) to act as the coordinating
body and crisis management centre for counter Maritime terrorism actions.

Regional and Global Cooperative Engagement. Improved Regional
cooperalion o enhance the securty of shipping and sea bome trade s
essential. Security arrangement can make a number of conirbutions to
peace and stabilty. It can pursue within or even outside the geographical
boundaries of the arangement’s participants.’™ The Regional Cooperation
Agreement an Combating Piracy and Armed Robbery against Ships in Asia
(ReCAAP) and Irilateral coordinated Malacca Strait Patrols (M3P) are
examples of cooperation, Therafore following measures might be taken on
regional arena;

#* |ncrease interoperability through sharing training, exercises to
increase the capability to address maritime security challenges like the Rim

16 Jurpan Hanzis ard Mos| M. Momsda, "The ASEAN Angional Forum ond cooperalbe Secnity” Coocpralive Seourly in
this mrass-Pacl. ediid by Jurgenteacks and Nosl M, Mereds 2077,
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of the Pacific Exercise (RIMPAC);

* Carryout seminar, symposium, dialogue as a part of confidence
building measure between the regional and international forum like Indian
Ocean Maval Symposium (IOMS);

* Parlicipate, organise or join regional maritime security and information
sharing forum like ReCAAP;

® Cooperation with international Maritime agencies;

® |nformation and technological cooperation, exchange from capable
allies;

* Harmonising Maritime Laws for the regional country as far as

possible. Though entire harmonisation is unrealistic bul improvement on
rmaritime framework is possible;

Development of Maritime Domain Awareness

Acts that promote maritime instabdlity like terrarism, piracy, smuggling of
dangerous material that originate from land and find ways o the sea through
the coast. Therefore, local knowledge is very vital o ensure maritime
security. Integration of coastal population in general and the coastal fishing
and trading community in particular in the intelligence gathering process can
enrich much needed local knowledge. Besides, a national awareness
programme may encourage coastal population to be watchful and contribute
to countering maritime terrorism.*”

Conclusion

This paper discussed and developed the concept of maritime terrorism
and maritime security by oullining relaled terminologies and definitions
followed by stating its relevant organisational characleristics as well as
recent examples. Motably, the paper discussed the current trends in the
incidences of maritime attacks around the globe for the past decade and a
half and the looming threat of these types of attacks on Bangladesh, The
paper also elaborated on the conlempaorary conception combatting maritime
tarrorism together with strategic options for Bangladesh.

Since 2001 there had been remarkably few maritime terrorist attacks
amywhere in the world. Howewver, the threat from polential maritime terrarism
continwed to koom large, particularly for westem states, some of which saw a
major lerrorist incident at sea as inevitable. Despite advances in maritime
sacurity at the broader International level, the main vulnerability of these
couniries can skill be affributed to lack of marifime domain awareness,
ineffective arrangement for maritime jurisdiction and enforcement; different
interpretation of the Law of the Sea; weak regional participation in legal
instruments that deal with maritime terrorism, and lack of capacity lo

17 Commanzed M A Raresl, "Opporiundy ko oopaalk® agaifdl Sas Boma Terfensm "Hapdmark, Seeng
006, Joural of fw Acstralan Maval Instiuse.




implement new slandard in ship security, cargo and port security, and
seafarers’ documentations.

With the upgrade of the economic status of Bangladesh fo the lower-
middle income country bracket, the possibility and impact of terrorist attacks,
spacifically in the maritime domain, has also increased. Tha shear
depandence of the counfry on sea-trade to boost its economy makes it a
lucrative target for terorists either for economic sabolage or for raising
funds to support ather inland operations. Along this line, Bangladesh, more
than ever, has to place significant importance on establishing measures an
preventing and combatting maritime tarrorism.

As the threat of maritime terroriem emerges, Bangladesh cannot face
the challenge indapendently. Significantly, the establishment of trans-
governmental networks will offer the country a clear-cut solution by using
both formal and informal networks to coordinate policies through direct
contacts between mid-evel bureaucrats and specialists, rather than by
engaging in diplomacy at the highest levels of government. These netwaorks
will lead to more responsive counterterrorism policies and would promate
sustained, robust and technocralic cooperation that can be easlly tailored to
fit the specific neads of each regional pariner.

Recommendations

Although the solution to the challenges in preventing and combatting
maritime tarrorism can only be achieved multilaterally with cooparation
between regional pariners, tha Bangladesh Navy should spearhead a more
delfailed assessment of the looming threat of this type of terrarism with the
aim of recommending amendment to strengthen existing laws and the
creation of specific policies. In view of the aforementioned, the following are
recommended for Bangladesh:

® Establishment of a maritime domain awareness program through the
govammant initiative nexus by conducting various seminar, symposium and
workshop by all mantime stakeholders;

® Survelllance in maritime zones and offshore installations using the
capacity enhanced Bangladesh Mavy and induction of air assels in the
Bangladash Coast Guard; and,

® Establishment of a Regional Crisis Managemant Centre (RCMC) for
intelligence sharing and monitoring system, forecast, warning and
deployment of quick response teams fo combat maritime terrorism in the
Bay of Bangal Region.
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OPERATIONAL IMPORTANCE OF TEJGAON AIRPORT

vis-a- vis URBANIZATION IN DHAKA CITY
Wing Commander AKM Ziaul Haque, afwc, psc, atc

Historical Background of Tejgaon Airport

Tejgaon Alrport was constructed during the WW-I1, in 1942 for use by
the Allied Forces. Later on, to meet the requirement of local people of this
area it was turned into only airport of the then Bengal. In early 60s, in order
to use by the fighter aircraft of Pakistan Air Force the runway was exiended
upto B000x150 feet and necassary land acquisition was also done to make it
a ful-fledged joint civil military airport.

During the liberation war of 1971, this airport was bombed and
damaged by the Indian Air Force. After the liberation war, the airport was re-
constructed, repaired and was the only international airport of new
independent Bangladesh. Al the same time, due o sincere and visionary
effort by the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Shelidh Mujibur Rahman;
Bangladesh Air Force Base Dhaka was established. Since then different
aircraft like MIG-21, AN-24, AN-26 used to operale from this airpar.

In the end of 1981, amother new airport was opened for operation at
Kurmitola and all civil aircraft starled operating from the new airport. But
military aircraft like MiG-21, F-6, FT-5 etc had siill been operating from
Tejgaon airport. This airporl was also used for BAF flying training purposa,
In 1986, only the fighter operalion of BAF was shified from Tejgaon io
Kurmitola; BAF transport aircraft and helicopters continued 1o operate from
Tejgaon. Later on, Bangladesh Army Avialion starfed its journey also from
Tejgaon Airport. Presently all BAF helicopter operations, transport
operations, and fransport training operations by newly procured L-410
aircraft are continuing from Tejgaon airport. Army Awvialion has also
expanded in manifold, their helicopters, Cessna and Caravan operate only
from Tejgaon Airport.

In 1887, the them government declared Tejgaon runway as "Mational
Parade Square®. But next year (1988) the country experienced the
devastating flood of the history. That time all relief activities were conducted
from this airport. Later in 1988, the then Awami League government
declared this airport as full-fledged military airport and handed over the
airport to BAF. From then onward this airport is used by mainly military
aircraft for operation, training, relief activities and VIPNYIP cperation.
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-..L b ~meam Operational Uses of Tejgaon Airport

i" - Tejgaon Airpor is used for many civil and mililary purposes, Afler the
= liberation war of 1971, the war wagged counfry was rebuilt through this
- airport. All the rehabilitation activities, foreign aids, post-disaster relief

aclivities elc were conducted from this airport. In continuation to these
activities the “Prime Minister's Reliel Center® was established beside the
Tejgaon airport. After the devastating flood of 1988, this airport was the e
line of Dhaka and surmounding areas by acting as hub of all reliel activities.
The detail of differant oparational actvibes conducted from Tejgaon airpart
has been discussed below:

* Training. Tajgaon airport is the hub of all training activities of different
MI series helicoplers of BAF. Future pilots, technicians are being trained
from this airport in order o prepare themsalves to undertake the duties and
responsibilities which will be entrusted wpon them. Recentty BAF has
procured new transport frainer aircraft, L<410; this flying squadron is placed
in Tejgaon and operating from Tejgaon airport. Nat anly the BAF personnal
are being trained here, but also Army Aviation of Bangladesh Army, Rapid
| Action Battalion (RAB) have their aircrafl and
helicopters, The fraining of these govemment
organisations personnel are also conducted
solely from Tejgaon airport. Here is the
statistics aof training missions carred out from
Tejgaon airport in last 09 years,

* VIPWVVIP Operation. Most of the VIP
and VWIP movement operation within the
country are baing conducted from this airport.
Source: ATC Sqn, BAF Base Bashar and e ATS, A HQ | it e increasing security threat, the
location and position of VIPAVIP aircralt and operation always carry the
highest importance to this nation. With gowvt permision “No 101 Special
Flying Unit® of BAF, conducts all the VIPAVVIP operation. This unit operatas
aircraft like C-130 and also Mi series helicoplers (VIP version) from Tejgaon
girport. In near future BAF may plan lo acquire Execulive Jet for VWVIP
operation, which wil also be operating from Tejgaon airport. Thus all the
rules and regulations regarding height restrictions of International Civil

i5 Aviation Authority (ICAQ) and also
454 417
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Tejgacn airport as well. The data of VIPAVIP
operation camed out from Tejgaon airport in
last 10 years is given below,

® Relief Operation. In the present day
context the possibilities of nalural calamities
are very high. During the devastating flood in
1988, which flooded our Hazrat Shahjalal
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Source: ATC Sqn, BAF Base Bashar and Dia ATS, Air HQ




International Airport (HSIA) as well and made it unusable for aircraft
operation; that time only avallable airport in Dhaka, was Tejgaon airport.
Thus all the relief operation was conducted from Tejgaon airport. During
other natural disaster like cyclone of 1885, 1991, 1987, SIDR of 2007,
MARGIS of 2008, AlLA of 2009, Tejgaon airport became the hub of entire
relief operation of the country. The siatistics of 3 major relief operation
carried out from Tejgaon airport are given balow.

Source: Dte Air Op and Die Met, Air HG

EVENT YEAR | NUMBER | HOURS | RELIEF PASSENGER
OF MSN | FLOWN | CARRIED | CARRIED
(In kg}

Cychore 1991 234 326:55 | 1,773,290 | 1,480

SIDR 2007 325 520:10 | 7,085,817 | 2,642

AlLA 2000 18 505 | 40,596 110 o

®* Alternate Airport to HSIA: On 18 June 2003, it was decided by ;-r_h;a. g

Government that due lo bad weather or for emergency landing of any 4 ) |
commercial airliner in case of runway blocking of HS1A, Tejgaon airport will i S 3‘*, Lol TR
be used as alternate airport. It was also decided that all VIPAVIP flights and B .4

in case of any requirements like war, military fighter aircraft will also operate
from Tejgaon airport. According io that decision, Tejgaon airport is always
kept standby to receive any light to medium commercial aifine. Thus all the
rules and regulations regarding height restrictions of ICAQ and also
Bangladesh Gazetie are applicable for Tejgacn airport.

* Passanger and Cargo Movement: Both BAF and BA carry out mail run
and load run to and from Tejgaon. Helicopters, fixed wing aircraft ane used for
this purpose. By this mal run and load run different emergency cargo ane
baeing fransfermad to and from Dhaka. Mail run helps BAF and BA personnel to
travel to their respective places like Bogra, Lalmonirhat, BAF PKP and BAF
Station Shamsher Nagar. BA mai runs also travel to Jessore and Chittagong
airports. These mail and boad runs help BAF and BA to maintain the equipment
serviceability and most importantly by | 2
transporting personnel uphold the maral 13854 12798 13194

15000
to a great extent. Here is data of L0000 7420
passenger and cargo movement caried it Eﬁ%"ﬂ o 398 4478 238
out from Tejgaon airport in kast 05 years. 5 200 A I R 8
® Short Take-off and Landing 011 2012 2013 2014 2015
(STOL) Service: In 1991, Short Takeoff
and Lﬂl"ﬂjll‘lﬂ {ET‘DL] service started in B Mail run and Lead run

Bangladesh from this airport. Through
this STOL service capital city was
connected with any remote part of the
country either by small fixed wing

B Murmber al passenger carried

Loxad Carrsesd]in kgh

Source: Alr Movemen! Fight, BAF Base Bashar




aircraft or by helicopters. This service not only connected whole country but
also reduced the load of huge air traffic on HSIA.

Strategic Importance

From military strategic point of view Tejgaon airport holds a wery
significant importance, Due to its location almost at the center of the country,
this airport has very good defence-in-depth. This is very important for the
survivability of military war assets and also to conduct air operations, At the
same time by using this airport necessary reaclion time and operational
readiness for air defence coverage of VAs and VPs around Dhaka can be
provided easily. Moreover, Tejgaon airport has unigue places for dispersal of
aircraft which will enhance their survivability, this in tumn will help to
formulate and execute “Air Campaign Plan”.

Government Decisions Regarding Tejgaon Airport

Considering all the above mantioned stralegic importance, opearational
requirements, vis a vis urbanization issue of Dhaka city, there were intra-
governmental high level discussion regarding the future of Tejgaon Airport
on 18 June 2003. After defail discussion between all stake holders of
Tejgaon airport following significant decisions were made [Ref: Molha-
892/D-9/293 dt 26.06.2003):

® BAF will operate all helicopters, light training aircraft and transport
aircraft from Tejgaon airport.

® During war or emergency period BAF may operate fighter aircraft from
Tejgaon airport.

® |f the runway of H3lA bacomes unusable due to bad weaather or for
other reason, Tejgaon airport will be used as allemate airport.

* Army Air Regiment will operate their helicopters and transport aircraft
from Tejgaon airport.

® Training for privaie aifines operators.

* Al VIPAYVIP movemant oparation for domastic destinations will ba
conducted from Tejgaon airport.

® During any natural disaster, Tejgaon airport will be used to meet the
emergency by allowing local and foreign aid camying aircraft operation.

® Height restrictions will be imposed around Teigaon airport; Bangladesh
Gazetie (CAR-84) will be applied for this.

Thus as per the decision of that meeting Tejgaon airport will always
remain as an airport and it has to be fully ready to be used during any war or
any emergency. It has been mentioned before that Government has
entrusied BAF with the responsibility to use and maintain this airport in

1968,
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Urbanization in Dhaka City

Bangladesh is one of the mast heavily populated countries in the world.
The country is experencing a rapid urban population in recent decades.
Uneven development and regional poficies, nalural hazards, and the lack of
employment opportunities in the rural areas are the key factors of urban
population growth. Dhaka city is the worst sufferer of this urbanization
issue. The effect is unplanned high rising buildings around the city and to be
particular around Tejgaon airport. As per the ICAD rules there is height
rastrictions around Tejgaon airport as shown in fig 1.

Many attempis were made by different private sectors owners to [ift
these restrictions. Different print media also published fabricated news fime
to time in favor of lifting the height restriclions around Tejgaon airport. But
every time BAF as representative of Government and also Civil Aviation
Authority of Bangladesh (CAAB) were strict enough to keep the haeight
restrictions valid for Tejgaon airport. In this regard Die of ATS, Alr HQ
through different representatives played the focal role as directed by the
senior leadership of BAF. Every time some of the ATC officer attended the
meefing and played a vital role to preserve the national interest.

Miscellaneous Aspects

The green areas in Dhaka city are reducing alarmingly. The ecological
balance which is created by this airfield in this overcrowded mega city, is a
very imporiant aspect. If this aifield would not exist and there would have
been buildings and buildings everywhere, that would be havoc for the
inhabitanis and certaindy would disturb the ecological balance of the city.

There are two lakes exasting inside the airport area, which are still
profecting the airport from overflowing of rain water. These lakes are also
containing the excess rain waters around the airfield and saving the
surrounding area from over flooded.

Here is another interesting comparison of aircrafi movements bebween
Teigaon airport and Cox's Bazar awport in last 5 years. If we see the
companson, we will find the aircraft movements in Tejgaon is much higher
than that of from Cox's Bazar airport, though the Cox's Bazar airport is
going to be an Intemational airport.

Recent Development

On 26 Dec 2012, a meeting fook place presided by Honorable Minister
of Civil Aviation and Tourism, where some revised resiriciions were agreed
between all stake holders of Government and other private entrepreneurs.
As per the new decision, the Obstacle Limitation Surfaces (OLS) map has to
be finalized. In the OLS map the overlapping airspace between Tejgaon
girport and HSIA has been redefined. That is, all buildingsfinstallations
beyond 1.8 km on the easiern side of Tejgaon airpori shall be subject to
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Source:Cox's Bazar Alport & ATC Sgn, BAF Base Bashar

150 meter constant height,
instaad of 145 meler at a

ratio of 1:20(1feet height gain every after 20 feet). In that meeting it was also
decided thal necessary Gazetle will be published and now on wards all
concamed ara to follow this.

Conclusion

It ks very expansive and lime consuming lo construct a new airport. Tejgaon
alrport is the first international airport of Bangladash at the same time first
military air base. This airport played a significant role during rehabilitation
phase of newbom Bangladesh and also during any natural disaster. It has
been decided by the Govermnment o use this airport as an allernate to HSIA
and at the same time remain stand by for any emergency like war,
Accordingly BAF has been entrusted lo keep this airport as operational,
From stralegic point of view also, this airport has significant importance,
Having highest defence- in-depth this airport could be used to protect our
WiAs and VPs.

In order to ensure safe take-off and landing from any airport, there is height
resfrichions as per ICAQ, and CAAB, being the regulatory body formulated
CAR-B4, which denoles the prescribed height restrictions lo be applied
around any airports of Bangladesh including Tejgaon Airport, However in
order o address the urbanization issue of Dhaka city, BAF has given
highest consideration and new OLS map has been formulated in co-
ordination with CAAB, and all other regulalory bodies of Government, This
should put an end to all the height restriction issues and debates around

Tejgaon airport.
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JOINT LOGISTICS FOR BANGLADESH ARMED
FORCES : PRACTICABLE POSSIBILITIES

Maj Md Ziaur Rahman, ASC

My logisticians are a humorless lof... they know if my campaign fails,
they are the first ones | will slay

..... Alexander
Introduction
Logistic support commonly, known as Combal Service Suppor, holds

key to the success and victory in any military operation. Logistics in military
docirine refers to the art and science of designing, planning, acquiring and

- carrying out the movemant of the forces including their combat equipment

- e and supplias in the battlefield. Success in miitary campaigns and victories in

p o+ - war cannol ba achieved without providing good logistic support. Oblaining a

P - ﬂm superior edge in military capability has been a never ending race in the art
_ K -

of war, leading to the present Revolulion in Military Affairs. Without adequate
logestics, Revolution in Military Affairs would be incomplete, In post World
war and the Gulf War time, the lesson learnt is that coordinated effort
between the Armed Forces is limely unavoidable in achieving freedom and
flexibility of operations. Waging war in the current milieu is logistic driven
and it delermines the limits of the operational capability.

The existing logistics system has evolved from the World War era in
support of conventional warfare and to give due credit il has been effective
in the past. The support and accounting system in use by the defence
services is a legacy of the colomial era, Present conditions, imperatives of
operational requirements and experience of other couniries are a fair
indication to suggest a system where resources may be shared or in other
words a joint logistics may be adopted. An important factor against
integrated logistics is the experience in Irag where the lapse in logistic
docirine of US revealed a weakness in allocating priority in joint operations
where each service attempts to support its own being defrimental to the
larger operational plan. It would therefore be prudent to start wilh joint

logestic and improve upon it s we progress,

Sound logistics enable effective use of force internally against terrorism
and disaster management and externally in out of area contingency
silualions. The three Services have their individual logistics systems which
have araas of commonality which are potential areas of cost reduction if
correctly channelzed. This paper attempls to identify these areas. The
subject is too vast to arive at final conclusions for which delailed
examination would be necessary and as such, this article is a professional
approach on the subject. |n this paper initially the existing logistics system of
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Bangladesh Armed forces logistics is discussed with its limitation,
Thereafter, experience of other nations is shorlly highlighted, then the
requirement is focused, and the article terminates with ways forward with
some recommendation for future course of action for effective joint logistics

in support of emerging pattems of operations.
The Existing Armed Forces Logistics System and its Limitations

The existing logistics system of Bangladesh Armed forces was inherited
from the Pakistan Armed Forces, It has seen some modification from time o
time and its compartmentalized and disjointed growth has been able fo
meet, at besl, the shorl term requirements, whenever the need arose. The
systermn was basically designed by British o meel the requirements of World
War Il. Presantly the field formations in three Services have their own
logistics setup to support operations. Logistics planning, provisioning,
procurement and distribution is carred oul independently by sach of the
three services, This has resulted in divergent approaches, duplication in
holdings, training and infrastructure, The fall out of these individual systems
is a lack of convergence and holistic approach to defence needs, resulting in
suboplimal utilization of resources and efforts. Some of the major
weaknasses in the present logistic system are summarized below:

® Tha three Services have not evolved a common logistics  docirine
and philosophy of logistics support. There s limiled interaction and inter
communication amongs! the three Services in matters of logistics.

® The three Services have underlaken aulomalion in the sphere of
logistics independently. Joininess and  integration are through commaon
systams only.

® There is lack of expertise in the field of logistics and there is no
system in the Services of developing logisticians in the Sarvicas, All the
PS0s dealing with logistics are not from the logistics stream.

® The squipment of three services are of varous in nalure, which is
difficult for procurement, operational coordination, and also for
cannibalization.

® Also three services having different foodiration menu, which will be
difficult to supply.

Experiences of Other Nations

A comparison of the systems followed by our Armed Forces and UK
=which had the same origin—shows up the vast differances between the two
as they exist loday. Inlerestingly, despie their overwhelming victory in
Waorld War |l and with their exparienca of several very large scale tr-service
military operations with US forces, under overall supreme commanders,
such as General Douglas Mac Arthur in the Pacific Theatre and General
Dwight D Eisenhower in Europe, both the US and UK spotied serious flaws
in their higher defence organizations. These couniries made innumerable
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changes in their defance organization set-ups. Changes made with a view to
modemizing and enhancing the effectiveness of militaries have been a
universal phenomenon, However, the extent and specifics of the
transformation have obviously varied and have been guided predominantly
by the security and threat perceplions of each individual nation. What has
however, been common across the board is the impact of the infarmation
technology revolution on logistics management, Perhaps the most visible
example of logistics ransformalion has been the US, which has modeled its
logistics on the basis of its experience in varous wars in recent times.
Though the US model need not necessarily serve as a role model for ather
Armed Forces 1o follow, il however offers an example of managing logislics
in the modern day conflict scenario where rapid deployment and sustaining
mission onented logistics will need to be taken cognizance. Varous reforms
undertaken by other countries have not been totally successful and smoaoth.
Anather issua to remeamber is thal in the quast to achieve jointness it should
not be forgotten that the responsibifty for military planning must never be
divorced from the responsibility for execution followed by management-
which is so strikingly prevalent in our case. Fram the military parspective the
succassive defence reforms in the UK have tended to strengthen the ceniral
government at the expense of the services, It is a general perception thal in
UK, the Chiefs in their collective capacity have been reduced to a
subordinate advisory level with the involvement of the Chief of Defence
Staff, the Permanent Under Secrelary and the Chief Scientific Advisor
advising the Governmant on mililary matters. Thus the changes introduced
should also protect the position of the Chiefs since the defence forces
cannol be run purely on the basis of corporate logic and ethos even if al first
glance such approaches appear to make economic sense, However, the
main argument against adopling & model similar to that of the USA or UK is
that it would nol sarve our purpose because bolh the countries have never
faced a real threal to their homeland and their armead forces have hardly
ever been deployed for defence of the mainland, Their sirategic objective
has thus been global, although, the UK's, overseas responsibilities have
bean on the decline over the past 50 years, On the ather hand Bangladesh
may have lo deal with sub conventional, restricted border skirmishes a
limited conventional war.

Ushering a Change

Any change in the mililary selup s not easy and the same is true in
case of our Armed forces as of others. Even in the case of the USA and UK,
changes in the logistics of the Armed forces were the consequence of
political intervention through Goldwater Michol's Act 1886 of USA and
Strategic Defence Review (1998 & subsequent reviews) in UK. Gen Starry,
& former head of tha USA Army Training and Doctrine Command has listed
the seven conditions which needs for joint logistics for any Armed forces
Which are as applicable to us these are;



® First, a mechanism for identifying the contours of change is needed.

® The reformer should share culfural and intellectual commonality
through shared educaftional and fraining background. What it means for us
is that wa should have a military autharity with requisite powars to bring
about the required change.

® Thera should be an effective spokesperson for change.

® There is need for consensus building fo get a wide audience for new
ideas.

® Thara should ba continuity of service for the architects of changa.
® Tha champion of changa must be al the apex of the organization,

® Change must be underaken after rigorous trials and their visibility
demonstrated to all stakeholders.

Im a joint services scenario, it would require planning and reassessment
to streamline the functioning also to highlight its shoricomings. Thus a
gradual step-by-slep approach towards logistics transformation may be
more practical. Creating &n appropriate joint logistcs footprint involves more
than structural changes. It also involves the development and refinement of
the concept, idea and material support. Modem militaries the world over
have adopted the concept of Revolution in Military Logistics (RML). The
RML concapt aims at total assat visibility, real time response and focusad
logistics and creating a capabdity based, modular and flexible organization
capable of anticipating and predicting logistics requirements along with the
creation of matching infrastructure and facilities. In the Bangladeshi contest
the logistics system of the Armed forces will primarily be dictated by type of
operations that are, or may require o be undertaken i, the guarding of our
borders and the defending of our martime interests. A large number of our
forces are operating in ferrains with limited infrastructure in terms of roads,
rail with poor imdusirial base. Thus defining appropriate scope of joint
logistics modal including joint logistics organization becomes impaortant for
inter service cooperation and for synchronization of all components of
military power to achieve a common mibtary aim. Thus four essentials of
jointmanship which must be adhered to in our case are: The main question
in our case is to analyses whether we have a logistics commander at all,
who can initiata a change. Thus jointness in the thres Services bath
operational and logistical becomes national objective and not a defence
objective alone. Joint operations are today a reality, a necessity and the
desired way of conducting operations that will cbviously demand joint
logistics. Joint operational logistics therefore should fulfil three main
objectives which ara:

® To enhance sirategic responsiveness of the forces to meet
deployment tmelines,
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* To reduce the logistics foot prints in the area of operations without
compromising on combat effectiveness.

® To reduce logistics costs without reducing war fighting capabilities and
readinass,

Ways Forward

The big number of troops and their heavy military hardwares required
huge logistic support effort in the form of ammunibon, fuel, food,
water, medical and maintenance services. The fulure batie will be invohving
multinational operations rather than puraly national operations. As such,
farce densities will be a lot lower, and there will be no clearly defined “front’ or
‘rear’. Deployment will be more complex, non-linear and less dense, and be
in terrain that has litle or no strategic infrastructure or in an urban
environment. The new emphasis on power projection operations and the
changing nature of tha batile spaca will mean that tha scale and intansity of
future operations will be demanding for logistics forces, The nead now is for
logistic systems to support a range of diverse operational rolas,

* Organization. The organizafion for joint logistics must be able o
coordinate the use of Individual Service assels in operations and also o
coordinate other resourcas of the country. At the level of the Services, the
organization of joint logistics has to encompass the existing resources of
each service as they are. The organizational structure will have to be
modified so that they facilitate deployment of resources smoothly in support
of joint operations. Also for smooth funclioning of joint org manpower has io
ba incraasad. This would require standard functional process and forms
used in routine work. The organizational structure will also have to be
standardized as far as possible including the nomenclature of the
appointments and their responsibility to facilitate easy understanding of the
systen across the services. Most imporiant a culture has to be inbuilt where
abocation of resources o the other services must be routined and executed
al the lowest level rather than something special requiring multi approval,

* Control. At this level HQ logistics directorate is responsible to control
the planning and distribution of resources for joint operations and lay priority.
Thiz would reguire a detall study to work out the mechanism based on
integrated inventory control of the services over a common netwoark. This
would not only help reduce common inventory but afford flexibility on the
use of resources 5o important for joint logistics. Al the operational level, the
mission specific resources will have to be placed at the disposal of the
formation commander. While the HQ logistics will do so, there must be
complete visibility of the resources available to them for fasl decision
making. The process has o be routined rather than special. Thus it is
envisaged that each brigade group will be provided logistic resources
required to be drawn from any service imparting them self-refiance and high



mobility. White joint logistics is theorstically easy; practical imptementaton is
another story. In a joint service scenano, i would require planning and
rehearsals to streamlineg the functioning as also to highlight the
shoricomings. A gradual step-by-step approach would be practical and will
prevent confusion. In the Bangladeshi context, this can be tried out in joint
exercises, In related areas of operations, Army can supply logistics to Nawvy
and Air Force, and also in some cases, Mavy or Air Force can deliver the
goods to Armry. For example, when Army is operating in an island, MNawy
takes responsibiliies of providing logic. Various training institutions may be
required to be modified as mentioned above lo make the process efficiant.
The most important fact of joint logistics is the common head of the force
who will decide service pricrify.

* Automation. The aim of automation is to establish domain-wide
vigibility, which is the ability io see the requirements, resource and
capabiliies across the joint logistics domain. Three fundamental enablers
frame the ability i.e. standard database, connectvity and a focus in an
operational sense. Database is the foundation of any sutomated system and
a reliable databasze is the first requirement of inventory conirol. The
resources are (herefore required fo be organized on a common database
across the three sarvices, A comman database highlights the importance af
standardization across three services. There is a need to make it more
dynamic by establishing a node at each large stock hodding depot of the
services to codify the complete inventory at the earliest, in the long run this
would facilitate inter-service inventory cantrol.

* Networks. In any large organization, the software is commaon and
compatible across all functions. This ensures complete transparency of data
vertically as well as horizontally. Inexplicably all three Services would
develop their own models whereas all experience and logic would
racommend a unified software. Even if this wera not possible, at least an
Interfaca between them should have been established. It does nol need
clairvoyance to visually advantages of a common logistic-software and
network, This will faciktate inventory control by way of eliminating dupficity,
reduction in holding of common items and flexibility fo shift resources. i
would also facilitate comman training and development on the software to
function under diverse operational conditions. It will lead to shared
awarenass, commaon measure of performance and asset visibility across the
three services. Joint logistics depend upon a sound and networked
imventory confrol system. The system becomes effective if it can facilitate
exploitation of the supply chain as a back-end function. The supply chain
exdends to the manufacturers and vendors

® Transportation: It was noted that movement of tfroops and supply of
material require suitable transport and logistics equipment and faciliies,
reliable transport and communication infrastructure are essantial for logistic
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T e support; accessibility, speed and flexibility are essential for logistic facilities;
b o and strategic lines of communicafions are essential for logistic support
i" ?_-_- operations were key elements of distance in logisiic support fo military
y operations. Transporiation is a resource common In nalure to all services it
entails move of men and material by land, water or air to accomplsh a
mission. This has to be inbuilt in the organization for the combat troops. In
case of air and water fransport would be under the operational command
of the respective service kland transport can be on a common platform. Land
transport can be provided from own resources or oulscurced. Whatever may
be the circumstances all transport resources have to be placed under the
operational commander for speed and efficiency of operations. This will
facilitate smooth carriage of men and material for combat and evacuation of
casualties. Load tables can be standardized and SOP's need o be formed
to allocate fransportation smodathly.

* Procurement. Capital procurement at the apex level has been

.- centralized in order o achieve synergy of effort and obvious advantages
ey accrued due to centralized purchase. The further, it includes items in use
F I_.-"- 22 ﬂ_; that are commaon 1o the Services, Introducing interoperable and similar kind

— ———— : of equipment for the three services like if the communication equipment of

three services are of same in nature, thenm it would be better for
procurement, operational coord, and also for cannibalization. A more
pragmalic approach would be to identfy the inventory al two levels first at
the main aquipmant level where it IS in usa by maore than one sanvice like
guns, vehicles, etc at the second level should be common items consisting
of sub-assemblies that are crtical for functioning of main eguipment. On
an integrated and in a fully automated systam it should become possible to
review these items and rationalize their holdings across the services o
some extent and al leasl achieve flexibility of shifing resources in an
emergency 50 that joint operations are not hindered. The organizational
strength in the background that meeds fo be built is not holding of
large stocks but a responsive and quick system of procurement so that
resources are available when required.

* Warehousing. Warehousing is a major but unnoficed cost centre,
where expenditure can be reduced. It can be combined to exploit scarce
real estale and storage space, espacially for ammunition. It would require a
platform of uniform procedures, staff-work and forms, Since the accounting
and audit systems for materials in the defence services are common it
would not pose a major problem to store inter services items in one location.
Minor adjustments may be required o meet service specific needs. Specific
locations have to be decided on case-to-case basis.

* Distribution: Distribution of mataerials on the push model using
assured transportation would bring the process closer to the just in time
inventory concept or ‘when required’ and reducing cost of halding.

norsHIGIRe) ©




Distribution managemeant needs lo be slireamlined on the transportation
model. The system of central stocking and then further distribution needs to
be refined. The onus of holding stocks neads to be shifted on 1o the supplier
and to exploit his existing distibution network as far as possible, In a joint
logistics concept, the responsibility of positioning slocks must be with the
higher HQ (Push model) who have completa visibility of the stocks held and
have the authority to sel priority. The lower operational units are not
encumberad with the indenting process but merely have to record the
consumplion as it oocurs online using the dedicated netwarks. This is likely
to instill the confidence in the logistic system and free the operational units
from administralive work. Thus in a joint operation, the logistic support
would nead minimum staff approvals and intervention thereby reducing tha
time lag and enhancing mobdity of forces.

* Training. Joint operations envisage joint logistics to support them, i.e.
while the individual service confinues lo organize, equip and train its
parsonnel it must be geared to support joinl operations. While this state
may not change other factors, faciitating joint logistics can be positioned.
To promole a smooth dialogue and fransactions at the work level where
rasources are decentralized for the period of operations. To achieve this,
raspective fraining establishments need to be brought under the same
umbrella. This will enable a uniform system of basic Iraining for logistics
and invenlory control and accounting. Thereafter specialized training can ba
branched off lo cater for service specific conditions, knowledge of
operations and equipment functioning o avoid mismatch at the operational
end. Since the basic principles and concept of inventory controd and audit
are similar, there is substance in the suggestion that this training can be
combined. This will faciktate inleroperability across each sarvice, |t also
eslablishes personal understanding and trust at the wark level, which is
important in joint operations. The principles of logistics are simple but as the
scale of operalions increase, the complexities loo increase exponentially,
requiring special skills in is associaled parts, If joint logistcs is requirad in
support of joint operations, a common platform of software, organization,
cataloguing and warehousing would have to be adopled. In logistics,
incremental  improverment organization s always advised, therefore as a
first step joint training can be started before the organization structure and
finally the command struciure is integraled.

Recommendations

The need for an integrated joint logistics setup is not only felt by
logisticians, but even by the operalional commanders foo. The first and the
foremast important factor required for initiation of desired change is o make
a correct decision, This paper puls forward following recommendations:

* \arious joint training may be conducted under direct supervision of
the Training Directorate of the Armed Forces Division 1o allow members/
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frainees of three servicas in propagating and interacting respective ideas.
* Joint logistics doctrine may be formulated .

® For better procurement, operational coord and alse for cannibalization
similar kind of equipmenl may be introduced for three services,

® For easier supply system for three services may have similar kind of
food/ration manw,

Conclusions

Without waiting for big ticket changes to start, which would obviously
lake time, the threa Services should intemally be able to place logistics
under one single authority within each Service, It is evident thal there is
greal resistance 1o change especially when it is transformational in nature,
Though there may be resistance lo change but the inherent nature of
organization can also facilitate higher pace of change if the management of
change is well articulated and struclured. The change in the logistics selup
not only affects the logistics elements but alsa the whaole hierarchical chain
of command and controd,

The concept of joint logistics has been introduced in the defence
sarvicas recenlly and is yel low on the leaming curve. The implementation
was not a result of planning. It is felt urgent to integrate the three Services
under a combined staff. Since thera is no alternative for a developing
country like us that needs to protect its interests in a volatile neighborhood.
All aspects of joint logistics need to be debated and implemented.
Pooling of resources is an important step forward and falls under the domain
of joint logistics. Once implemented it would provide the Armed Forcas the
capability o achieve the national aim.

The prasent governmant's aim is to build a strong, modern and cosl-
effective armed forces, now and for the longer term”, Effective joint logistics
support can provide a competitive advantage for armed forces. This could
be emulated to a greater or lesser degree in the logistics systems and
approaches of the Bangladesh Armed forces, The need now is for logistic
syslem 1o support & range of diverse operational roles, this can only be
achieved by adopling and adapling many of the best practices used in
industry. Logisticians must never forget the past, always understand the
present and operate with & clear vision for the: future,
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OPEN SPACE EMERGENCY SHELTER-A GUIDELINE FOR ARMED

FORCES OF BANGLADESH DURING DISASTER MANAGEMENT
Major Khandaker Mustafizur Rahman, psc

Introduction

A dizasier can sirike practically amytime, amywhere like earthquake,
storm, fire hazard, flood, chemical spill elc. Thesa emargencias are different,
but they could have one crucial element in common: large numbers of
people could be forced from their homes with litte waming. When a disaster
forces people to evacuate, they need a place to go until it is safe to return
home, They may nead to stay for only a few hours, but it could be for days,
even weeks. There might be only a dozen families seeking help, or it could
be an entire town. Some may already be sick or have special needs, and
thera may bea many children and aged persons. These paople need food
and water, a place to sleep, and lots of help. What these people need is an
emergency shelter may be in an open space.

Bangladesh Armed Forces is assigned Io parform disaster managemant
duty as her secondary task. Al present, the country is prone to earthquake
risk and it may trigger the secondary or third level of disaster. The city of
Dhaka Is one of the highest and densely populated cities in the world. This
needs an urgent attention right now. A guideline for open space emeargancy
gheltter may assist the Armed Forces of Bangladesh in their existing or
planned policies of disaster managemant.

Aim
The aim of this paper is o introduce and discuss some important

aspects of an open-space emergency shelter as a guideline for Armed
Forces of Bangladesh.

Planning Aspects
Well planning defines the success of any emergency response.

# Dizasters affected communities require a community response.
® Strong relationship with different stake holders are mandatory.
# To be planned as part of urban planning, if possibla.

® To be planned ahead and mapped properly.

# To be decided through a series of infer cluster and inter ministerial
workshops.

® Parficipation of interested groups such as NGOs and local pecple fo
be ansured.



Role of an Open-Space Emergency Shelter: The role of an open-space o - AW
emergency sheller is to provide the most basic elements that peolple need ~ i E
to survive. : ‘q L 7
Developing Shelter Sites .
Each city neads its own lisl or inventory of shaller facilities with basic

facility data on capacity, bathrooms and showers and floor plans. Examples
of potential shelter sites

® Public and Private School Buildings: Schoo! auditorium and large
multipurpose rooms are ideal for sleeping areas.

® City-Dwned Facilities: Community centers, recreational facilities,
auditoriums or convention halls. They can accommodate 300 to 500
persons al a time,

®* Religious Places: Mosques, madrasas, churches, iemples or other -
privately owned faclities. ,."'"—""--" i
Criteria for Selecting Shelter Sites { i b :
Shelter facilities may have the following characteristics: 2
® Space for parking - _——

® Space for sleeping (40 square feet per person).

® Tollet and shower facilities (one tollet per 40 peopla)

® Kilchen [ Cooking facilities

* Emergency gensrator on site

® Safety features (e.g., fire extinguisher and fire alarm)

® Telephones (optional)

® Accessibility for people with disabilities

® Secured sforage Areas

& Separate rooms within the facility (e.g., privale space for elderly
persons, families with children, or persons that need isolation; also rooms
for nursing and office space)

Survey of Shelter Sites
A shelter facility survey of designated shelter sites will identify the following:
® Location and contact Information
# Resource information
* Total shelter sleeping capacity (number) [Note: capacity at 40
square feet par parson)|
* showers [Yes/No)
= number of bathrooms (Nurmber)
= accassibility for people with disabilities (Yes/MNo/Partial)
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* Tha survey will also identify what supplies may already be on sile
(e.g., sleeping mats, blankets, food and water, cleaning supplies, etc.)

Open Space Shelter Sites

To accommodate large numbers of digplaced persons, MODMR
(Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief) may designate some areas for
camping, or setup tents in parks and other open space areas, Given the work
involved to creaie the necessary infrasiructure (i.e., electricity, sanitation,
waler, cooking, security, efc.) along with the public health implications, think
of this option as a last resort for sheltering. Shellering residents in existing
buildings, where a basic infrastructure is already in place (i.e., parking
structures, stadiums, efc.), remains the first and the best opfion.

Primary and Secondary Sites

In opening disaster shelters, local jurisdictions need to designate between
primary and secondary shelter sites.

® Primary Sites: Primary sites can handle larger numbers of shelter
residents and are accessible for persons with disabdities (e.g. a person
using @ wheselchair can enier the facilty and access all service areas —
eating, sleaping, bathrooms and showers). Obviously, primary sites receive
priority status when there is a need to open disaster shellers, so the larger
the pool of primary sites, is better.

* Secondary Sites: Conversely, secondary sites do not meet all criteria,
yel they may be advantageous for neighborhood-based sheltering and with
some modifications can fully accommodate parsons with disabilities.

Organization of a Shelter Operations Team

Aside from the actual facility, the next most critical compaonent to operate
& disaster shelter is the shelter management team. The most important part of
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the team is the shelter manager. In opening a disaster shelter, the shelter
manager's first regponsibility is io assign available staff to fill the following
funciions.

Planning to Meet Disaster Shelter Needs

Fublic shelters should provide occupants with a safe place to sleep
along with some provisions for food, with a challenge o meet a diversity of
human needs. Care and shelter personnel are encouraged to plan
judiciously to meet disaster shelier needs.

Registration: Care and shelter personnel must plan for a method of
registering each person housed in the shelter, including both their dates of
amrival and deparfure. This information is the only documentafion for the
jurisdiction of who iz in the shelter. It also helps the jurisdiction fo locate
mizzing family members.

# Planning Considerations

* Document All Occupants. Ensure the regisfration of all shelter
occupants upon their arrival to the shelter. Assign volunieers or
someone on site to perform this
task.

* Registration Data. Keep a
simple record on plain 3 x 5 inch
cards of every person who is
housed in the shelter. The
following registrafion information
iz needed:

* Family last name (at the top of
the card)

iii. First and middle names for husband and wife.

iii. Mames and ages of all other family members.

iv. Pre-disaster address.

v. Note any health concems or special needs.

vi. Diate arrived in the shelter; date departed shelter.
vii. Post-disaster address.

#® Emergency Contact Name and Phone Number. There should be at
least one/two emergency contact numbers with name and additional
information fo meet any emergency situation.

® Special Needs. |Use regisiration as an opportunity for people to self-
idenfify any medical, dietary, medication, or accommodation needs (Le.,
needs for special assistance).

® Sign-infSign-out Policy. Establish a sign-infsign-out policy when
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shelter residents leave for any perod. This helps to keep an accuraie
ghelter population head coumnt.

Food Services. Care and shelter personnal must ensure that a food
provision and ordenng system is in place o feed shelter residents. This will
require a close working relationship with the Logistics Section fo implement
any of the following planning strategies.

® Option One - Catered or Fast Food. The simplest strategy for feeding
the shefter population is to have food catered or brought in from the outside.

* Fast Food Outlets. Given the confusion immediately following the
disaster {or until mass feeding operations can be organized), it may be
easiest to initially use 24hour restaurants or fast food outlets in
obtaining meals for shelter residents. Later it will become easier io
prepare hot meals.

* Restaurant Caterers. |dentify local commercial suppliers like

restaurants, catering firms, hotels etc and make pre-planned
arrangaments for suppliers lo provide meals to persons in sheliers,

* Institutional Suppliers. The larger suppliers of fully prepared,
packaged meals like MRE (Meal Ready fo Eat) for institutions and in
an emergency, it could be used to supply disaster shelters.

® Option Two-Designate a Central Kitchen. An allernative stralegy is
to designate one large, central institutional kitchen within the local
jurisdiction as the site to prepare and provide meals for each shelter
operating within the jurisdiction.
* Bulk Food Donations. Utilize the Logistics Section of the
city’wards to obtain large bulk food items from local sources and then
direct supplies to the central kitchen.

* Shelter Delivered Meals. Onca meals are prepared, they can be
delivered to local shelters (similar to meals on wheels operation).

* Dption Three-On Site Meal Preparation. A third strategy, assuming
the shelter site contains kitchen or cafeleda facilities, is to prepare meaals on
site.

® Cafeteria 3tafi. If a school iz used for the shelter facility, care and
shelter personnel may have the use of food services staff that
normally operates the cafeteria,

* Food Preparation and Cleanup Volunteers, Shelter residenis can
also assist as part of food preparation and cleanup crews.

Health Care Services. When thal health care issues will arise, sheller
facilities must provide access to adequate health care services. A well-run
shelter must protect the health of residents, prevent dizease, and provide
first aid as required.



®* First Aid. Shelter personnel must plan to have basic first aid
assistance available at the sheller, People will come to the sheller with
minor injurias,

® |dentify Staff with First Aid Training. Inventory city amployees as 1o
disaster skills and have employeas with first aid skills assigned to sheller
teams.

® Use Trained Shelter Residents. Residents within the shelter may
include persans with first aid, nursing, or medical backgrounds,

® Madical Emergencies. Call upon |local paramedics or coordinate with
the medical unit in the operations section of the citylwards for medical
emergencies, Transfer anyone with serous injuries, or anyone who is very
sick, to the care of a local hospital,

® Prescription Drug Management. Some persons within the shaller
will have very individualized medication regimes that cannol be interrupted
without consequeances.

® Storage of Medication. A syslemalic and timely plan for the slorage
of madications; refrigeralion is required for some madications.

Information Services, Sheltered personnel must plan for the
collection, communication and distribution of care and sheller information.
This includes information about the disaster, about reliel services available
to shalter residents, as well as information to help reunite separated family
members.

® Public Shelter Messages. As the authority puls out public messages
about shelter locations, siress that residents going to disaster shelters bring
necessary ilems like blanket or sleeping bag, change of clothes, parsonal
hyglena itams and prescription medications,

® Bulletin Boards. Set-up bulletin boards near the shelter registration
area as a means for disseminating information to the sheller population.

® Shelter Meetings. There should be daily shelter meetings as another
way lo share information and dispel false rumors that may be circulating
within the shelter population.

Volunteers. Care and shelter parsonnel must plan for the invalvement
of volunteers in all aspects of delivering care and sheller services.
Volunteers (esther from the community or from the shelter population) may
help to staff shelter functions.

® Sources for Volunteer Recruitment:

* Shelter Residents. Use volunleers from within the shelter
population,
* Community Residents. Lise volunteers from the community, either

through recommendations from the city's personnel office, the Red
Crescent or local volunteer canler,
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* Voluntary Organizations. Mon-Governmental Organizations
(NGOs), faith-based organizations and local congregations are
anather source for voluntary support.

* Maintain a Volunteer List. The jurisdiction may want to irain a

cadre of local volunteers, in advance of a disaster, to provide support
at disaster shelters.

* Arpa for Voluntear Involvement. The following are some of tha roles
for volunteers within the shelter,

* Reception. Meet and greet amiving shelter residents and provide
comfort.

* Registration. Help newly arrived shelter residents to fill out
registration forms,

* General Operations. Support with shelter operations such as
shelter setup, food services, and shelter maintenanca etc.

g , * Health and Human Services. Support with more specialized

e services such as first aid, mental health, child care, recreation and
personal assistance services from support to seniors and people with
disabibties, to help with language translation.

Safety and Security. Care and shefer personnel must plan to operate
shefter facilities in a manner that promates the safety and security of each
resident within the shelter. This includes establishing and posting clearly
understood rules so all shelter occupants understand what is expectad of
them.

#* Shelter Rules.

* Provide Rules at Registration. Shelter residents must understand
the rules upon registration. Plan to have rules prominently posted and
then reinforced at shelter orientation sessions.

* Enfarcemant of Rules. Usa rules as a cause for dismissal if broken.
Depending on the circumstances, a shelter commitlee may be
employed to oversee disputes and call on local law enforcement to
assist with serious disputes or rules violations.

* Policing Functions.
* Security/Safety Inspections. Plan to reguiardy inspect the facilty
{and the surrounding grounds) to ensure compliance with sheltar rules,

fire regulations and to spot any potential problems. Coordinate with
local law enforcemant and fire services for assistance whan needed.

* Private Security. In a large shelter population, plan o contract with
& private security company to handle policing functions may be
considerad.
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* Monitoring Occupant Flow. Establish one entrance and exit lo the
shelter and secure all other entrances and exits. This is to prevent
theft from people outside the facility and lo facilitate sign-infsign-out
procedures,

Shelter Maintenance and Equipment. Operating a shelter for a
susiained period requires plans for the daily upkeep of the facility and for the
ongoing acquisition of equipment and supplies. Since it is their "lemporary
home,” shelter residents may be asked to assist with housekeeping and
cleaning aciivities. Staff normally respongible for the facility may be
available to support operations.

® Vendor Agreements. Form as many agreemenls or vendor
relalionships as necessary with local businesses now lo supply goods later
during shelter operations.

® Donated Goods/Services. During operations, work with logistics 1o
obtain donated goods and services to support shelter operations.

* Waste Management. Plan fo arrange for daily garbage/waste
ramoval. A major earthquake disastar will mos! likely disrupt regular service.

® Portable Toilets. As necessary, arrange for the installation of
additional tollels and possibly shower facilities.

Additional Shelter Layout Tips
Shettered should first proceed to the registration desk before going to their
ledging area.

® Sel-up a bulletin board near the registration table, Posl messages
racelved for shelter residents and sheller rules and relief information.

® Sal-up the sleaping area, so each person (cot) has 40 square feet of
space (5'x8°). If space permits, set-up separale sleeping areas for the
glderly, people who are ill and famdies with small children,

* Provide adequale space for a shelter manager and associated staff o
function 24 hours per day. This includes space for staff mealings,
administrative funclions, communications and volunteer coordination,

® Organize the space so that it is accessible for people with visual or
mobility disabilities; make space for disabled parking in the parking lot. In
addition, organize space to provide for adequate vantitation.

® Locale medical and health services in a well-ighted room or area that
is away from public view. If possible, keep medications and medical
equipment in a lockable storage compartment.

® Creale an addibonal quiet area for counsaling or interviewing persons.
® The food slorage area should be secure and accessible by truck,
® Ensure that garbage is stored away from food slorage and occupied




sheller areas. A major earthquake disasler may disrupt garbage removal
service for some lime,

® Designate an ouldoor smoking area away from air intake venls and
flammable malerials,

® (Create an area outside for tha handling of pats,

® Ensure that the shalter address is cleardy visible from the nearby
stresal; post a sign that clearly marks the building as a disaster shelter,

& Self-contained, chemical type loilets are necessary, to supplement
regular toilets (1 per 40 persons) or when regular tollets are either disrupted
or are not a part of the shalter.

® Check on the availability of emergency generalors at designated
shelter sites, Emergency (backup) power is necessary for lighting,
ventilation, cooking, refrigaration and heating or cooling the sheller facility.

Guidelines for Shelter Rules and Regulations

Guidelines for shelter rules or safety regulations may be as follows:

* Regisiration — Place the registration near the front of the shelter.
Shelter residents should first proceed to the registration desk before going
to thair lodging area,

® |ndicate any resiricted areas within the shelter facility,

® Encourage sheller residents to keep valuables elsewhera. If this is nat
possible, encourage residents io keep valuables with them at all imes.

® Establish quiet hours, but provide a place for those who cannol sleep,
® Establish shower and bathing schedule and post prominently.

® Establish a regulation and stick to it.

® Establish policies regarding use of telephanes.

® Establish outdoor smoking areas (If using a convention hall,
auditorium or refigious places).

® Mo abusive or belligerent behavior toward staff or other shelter
rasidents.

* Mo stealing or destruction of property,

® ha food in the dormitory/sleeping araa.

® Childran must be accompanied at all limes.

® Shalter residents must be dressed appropriately at all times,

® Mo aleohol or drugs are allowed in the shelter and no admittance into
the shelter is allowed while a person is under the influence of alcohol or
drugs.

* Mo weapons in the shelter,
® No pels in the shelter,




Conclusions

In any disaster incident Bangladesh Armed Forces are the first to
respond besides community people. It is of paramount importance to
manage an incident place rather than controlling it We need to ensure a
minimum of comfort, security and dignity for individuals in difficult conditions.
Large agencies such as the military forces of superpower nations, have
already developed standard camp installation plans. Humanitarian agencies
try to consult local populations to ensure that their camp operations
techniques respond to the culture of displaced populations. This taking into
account of the nature of the displaced population (such as whether the
majority of the population is comprised of women or children or ethnically
different families) must be considered when plans are made conceming the
spatial organization of a camp.

This will give Bangladesh Armed Forces & starfing point on its way to
developing and providing & safe, secured emergency shelter in an open
space for the people when they will need it most— we never know when the
next disaster strikes.

Major Khandaker Mustafizur Rahman, psc, Infantry
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Secondary School Cerificale and Higher Secondary
Cedificate Examinations from BAF Shaheen College,
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Course in the Corps of Infantry on 26 June 2002, In
pursuance of his career, he gained experience of
genving in a unit of Chittagong Hill Tracts under
OPERATION UTTAROM (19 Bangladesh Infantry
Regiment), Commando Battalion, Direclorate General of
Forces Indelligence (DGFI).  Meanwhile, he held all the regimental appointments
under different capacity. He is a post graduate on Disaster and Human Security
Management from Bangladesh University of Professionals (BUP), Mipur, Dhaka.
He iz also a graduate of Defence Services Command and Staff College, Mirpur.
Presently, he is working as Second-in-Command of an Infantry Batialion. He has
participated in Uniled Mations Peacekeeping Mission in Cote D'ivoire as a
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presently undergoing Army Staff Course in Defence Senvices Command and Staff

Caollege, Mirpur,

© XOEESSo oo

F.-..l:‘-.

AN
e




ARMED FORCES’ CONTRIBUTION IN RESHAPING

THE TOURISM SECTOR OF CHITTAGONG HILL TRACTS
Lt Col AF M Atigur Rahman, afwc, psc, G, Arty

"Sea beaches are not our only founst destinations; buf our rivers, hills, old
hentages, establishments, relics, tea-gardens and scenic areas in the
Chittagong Hill Tracfs are also aftractive fourist sitag, ®

=Honorable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

Introduction
= Tourism industry has become one of the largest and fastest growing
. aconomic sactors around the globa. United Mations World Tourism
g 1 <R . Organization (UNWTO)' is much optimistic on increasing state of tourists
e __._'-_ e -ia = tum over around the globe. Bangladesh has all the polentials io become a
5] . -l tourism friendly country. UNWTO devised 'Tourism Vision 2030" and
e — : accordingly, Bangladesh being one of its members, formulated ‘Bangladesh

Tourism Vision 2020°, Bangladesh possesses many tourist destination spots
which include Cox's Bazar, Sundarban, Chittagong, Sylhet, Chittagong Hill
Tracts (CHT) and places of religion and cullural heritage. Amongst thesa,
touch of growing urbanization is less found in CHT which is one of the pre-
requisites of tourist attraction.

Internal communication network within CHT has grown up significantly.
Bangladesh Army has been developing road infrastructure of CHT for
decades. Different tourism stakeholders [Tourism minisiry, Bangladesh
Parjatan Corporation? (BPC), Bangladesh Tourism Board® (BTB), tour
operators ale. are also giving due imporance to it. Bangladash Army, Navy
and Border Guard have also established and developed a few resorts and
tourisis' spofs at their own. Inadequate infrastructure, remoteness and
security issues make it difficult for different stakeholders to work on CHT
tourism. On the contrary, to fulfil the “Vision 2020°, CHT tourism has to be
given due importance. With this backdrop, this paper discusses the
opportunity for Bangladesh to promote CHT tourism with a view to putting
forward few thoughts on how Bangladesh Armed Forces can contribute in
reshaping the tourism sector of CHT as part of nation building activities.

1 The Uniod Mations: Vord Tounsm Omganization {UMWTO] s the UN agenoy responsibin dor the promotion of
Fea pupFibdi, Haeita el afd uiiviesally pesidabin 10 s,

2 BPC is a siztutory boord under tha Miniiry of Codl Aviabion & Touriss: of Banglncosh, tesked i promotn the iourism
indusiny of Bangladeh,
3 BTE is o national icurism organzmion doals with inuriss devslopmant, promation ond marketng.




Snapshot 1: Honorable Prime Minister (HPM) of Bangladesh Urges ANl e e

to Give Tourism a Big ~ “ F
On 27 October, 2015, while inaugurating a high-profile international *{ | J
conferance on tourism HPM Sheikh Hasina expressed, | find the entire .
country as a vasl terrain full of tourist attractions. The bounties of six

seasons, wide layout of alluvial plains, water-scapes, hillocks and valleys,

villages under the canopy of treas and shrubs of this elermnal land can amaze

anyone”, She also said that Bangladesh lourism sector has again started

playing an important role in overall economic development of the country

due o her government’s well-thought-out plans and programmeas,

Snapshot 2: HPM for Expediting Development of Tourist Spots
On 04 March, 2016, in @ meeting of Bangladesh Tourist Council (BTC), HPM

asked officials to expedite development of existing and prospective tourist
spols, She also urged concemed officials to take necessary measures for
encouraging local people in tourism and explore all tourism potentials. Speaking

al the meating, the HPM said Bangladesh would be an altractive lourist spol for :‘."-": :
fareigners if the tourism plan s taken over the existing tourist sites. . sy v
From above fwo snapshots, we can realize the government’s intention ”Wﬁ;’- ' “‘.-'-'F Ll
regarding tourism development. As such, in this year (2016-17) Taka . R ——

100 crore has been allotted for tourism sector
Bangladesh Tourism: A Close Look on CHT

Tourism as Economic Sector in Bangladesh

Bangladesh I:Halng aconomically developing country expected to be a
middle income nation™ by 2021 where promotion of fourism seclor can be
one of the lools. Having all the opportunities, one cannal neglect this source
of sconomic development, Tourism jobs and businesses can be created
including remole and underdeveloped regions of our country. This will help
equalizing economic opportunities, providing incentive for residents to
ramain in remole areas. Graph below shows direct contribution of tourism to
GDP in Bangladesh,

Graph: Direct Contribution of Tourism to GDP (2005-2015) E h

Forecast of Earning in Year 2020 T o
BPC forecasted likely inbound

tourlst arrival in  Bangladesh mﬂﬂﬂ
would be at least 500,000 by the . bl
year 2020 which surpasses il
UNWTO's prediction. Though,

BPC has not mentioned

n = o ™ W % Wb
4 hitpciwewdahpsun.comiprnteemion dot s 86537, <ooopssed on 28 May 2018 ﬁEEEEEEEEEE E

5 Ahmed, Seleh Uddin Profeassr, 18 Apil 2073, Econamy &8 a Naliosal Powar and & Influseca in Nalioral Sacirty
Armed Foroos 'War Course, Mational Defenos College, Ohalka.

§ ‘Veorkd Trawel and Tounsm Councll (WTTE) = on infemabonal omanzaion of el indestry ececufves promoting
trreed and fcunsm =onceds,
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specificalty on CHT bul it can be assumed that by the year 2020, expected
foreign wisifor in CHT will be approximately 0.135 million and likely foreign
currency earning will be around US§ 25 milion.

Tourist Potentials of CHT

CHT with a fotal area of 13,285 sguare kilometers, s approximately
one-tenth of Bangladesh with ethnic, cultural and emvironmenial diversity.”
CHT offers spectacular natural beauty whera plains, hills and natural water
streams have intermingled together with lush green valleys®. Famous Kaptai
Lake spreading over 680 square kilometers of crystal dean water flanked by
hills and evergreen forests Bes in Rangamati. For nafure seeking tourists,
Khagrachari is an ideal spot. Bandarban is considered as roof of
Bangladesh. Tahjindong (4632 feet), the highest peak of Bangladesh, is
located in the Bandarban district. CHT provides a good opportunity for
ecotourism and adventurous evenis than any other region of Bangladesh.
Adventurous events can often be lermed as military tourism in many
countries. In military tourism, Armed Forces contribute by giving
opportunities to civil tourists for obtaining military experdences. Events may
include hill climbing, driving tanks in rough terrain, Bumgee jumping,
rappelling, para ghiding, jungle trakking, viewing from chopper, lake cruise by
obsolete auxiliary naval ships and many more.

Present Infrastructural Condition

Existing road communication network of CHT s workable yet require
more development for tourism. Road communication in remote places still
remains difficult. However, beside national and local bodies, Bangladesh
Army is prime mover in constructing road communicalion network, People
always webcome Armed Forces to participate in this type of nation building
aclivities because of their sincere effort, tmely implementing and quality
control. Water commiunication is available in CHT but could not flourish due
to wnavailability of basic infrastructure like landing stations, tounst vessels
eic. None of the CHT disfricis has airport facilifies. There are many
nonfunctional airstrps lying unused close to CHT, Recreational facility is one
of the maijor factors in tourism sector. Our Milgiri or Sajek are often being
compared with Ganting Highlands (Malaysia) in terms of natural beauties
but lack im providing recreational faciliies. Physical Security is a pre-
requisites for tourists.® Intemational tourist feals nsecure because of few
stealing, abduction cases or act of terror. At times it becomes difficult for law
enforcing agencies to handle the issues due to the remote location. Due to
shortage of tourisi friendly accommodation, at times they are compelled io
stay for shorter duration, Foreign tourists prefer to stay in Dhaka or
Chittagong and try lo stay less in CHT.1?

T hilpriFavet monchli goalsd! viessd con 25 Jure 2013

B Arga Headquarers, Critagong. Prospect of Toussm in Chitligong Ara.

8 Chowdbury, Or, Col ASM Masnuiloshesietind) 210, Toufsm in Bangladesh, Taspara Prinkers and Cofour
Limita Dt p 156,

10 Bangladesh Tourism Vision, pa 1-77




Lacunas in Developing CHT Tourism
Sacurity Issues and Remoteness

Fear of security threat has been identified as one of the main barrers of
promating tourism in CHT. Remoleness of area is also a difficult factor for
implementing any infrastructural project works.

Land Issues

Acquisition of land for new tourists’ spots in CHT is very tough process, Due
to the gradual increasa of farmers in the hils, fresh lands are decreasing. As
such il is difficult for the nalional or government tourism organization to
implement any new infrastructural project for toursm development.

Tour Operators and Private Organizations

Tour operators don't feel confident organizing trip o CHT, They demand
for tax hobday and luxurious car for foreign tourist fransportation.” Private
tourism investors usually don't want to turn up in CHT, as they suffer from
fear of unknown security hazard. Construction firms and confractors suffer
from shorage of skilled local labours, difficulty in transportation of malerials
and equipment, and unfamiliar weather condition,

Justifying the Need for Bangladesh Armed Forces’
Contribution in CHT Tourism

Contemporary Armed Forces

Thailand Armed Forces contribule 1o their national economy through
tourism infrastructure development. Thal Army deploved in remote areas af
tourist interest are wusually given with infrastructural development
responsibdity, Thai Air Force operales ex-military Cessna, ‘Bird Dog’ & spoller
plane used in 1849-1962 for aeral viewing by tourists, Royal Thai Army has
integral tourism wing headed by an officer of the rank of Major General, This
wing oversees the development of different tourist spot in remote areas for
developing physical infrastruciure. Every year, projects worth millions of Thai
bahtare allotied to Royal Thai Army, Navy and Air Force lo develop lourist
altractions and camps within their deployment. Sri Lanka Army also realizes
the fast-swelling demand in country's flaurishing tourssm industry, As such it
rebranded is eco-fiendly holiday resorts, Vietnam Armed Forces contribute
in their tourism industry to a great extent. World famous Cu Chi Tunnel®2
constructed during war against America (1960-1975) is still preserved and
maintained by Vielnam Armed Forces to receive hundreds of intemational

1 Intanviss wilth Prol, Def®abuddin Anmed, Presidant, Towr Operslom AssooiaSon of Banglades® [TOAB), on 08
June, 2506

12 Cu Chi Tunres! was e holy sevchrbonary base of miliany segion commites Saigon-Gialinh high command of Cu Chi
digfricl party commitiss and al Cu Chi people. whers wim aleo 8 vanaile batie formation o font enemy and 1o
conrituis sigrifcantly to tesk of ensmy fighting and national unity
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I ameny lourist visiting every day.’® They have separate branch lo deal with the
i iy - infrastructure development of tourism industry.
i‘ » — Bangladesh Armed Forces

Our Armed forces also have reguired capacity to contribute in tourism
sactor by working in remole placas like CHT. Over the decays, they are
waorking in CHT and well conversant with the overall CHT scenano. Minisiny
of tourism, BPC or BTB can always seek help and cooperation from
Bangladesh Armed Forces in this regard. Bangladesh Army's road
development work in CHT is still ongoing with lot of future projects.

Bangladesh Army

: Bangladesh Army has Special Works
D B s nciasts somur CHT | Organization (SWO) working in GHT. It has
. conslruction battalions under them. These

baltalions are involved in supervising differant
project works of roads, bridges in CHT. Major
slice of roads in remole areas are constructed
Pa - under their experlise and protection. Recenily,

o e Road Thanchi-Alikadam (considered as
::,__;L,}.,.‘_.,,;,',, % highest altitude road of Bangladesh) has bean
~ constructed by Army and inaugurated by our
Honorable Prime Minsster. Metaled road along
the international border along CHT will alsa be

) constructed which will open up new avenue
caurc . for Bangladesh lo be part of multi-nation
Table: Details of Road Construction lourism destination,
Project of Bangladesh Arnmy
T
Chiringa-Alikadam Road 40 km
Panchari-Gourangopara 14 km
Dighinala-Marishya 20 km
Baghaichar-Nansarchar-Langodu 3Tm
Rajesthali-Bilaichan-Barkal 87 km
Chimbuk-Thanchi 53.5km
Saghaihal-Masalong-Sajek 36 km
Thanchi-Alikadam 35 km
Khagrachar-Dighinala-Baghashat 32.B0 kmn
Chitiegong-Hathazari-Rangamali 37 km
' Dighinala-ChotoMerung-Chongrachari-Langodu 40 km
Bangalhalia-Rajesthali 21 km
Ghagra-Chandroghona-Bangalhalia-Bandarban 58.02 km
Total 536.22 km

Source: Collacted from Special Works Orpanization, Chiltagang on 15 June 2016,
13 Aol Foroes Wiar Couwse 3013 Dverssas Stedy Towr (OET) by author o Cu Chl Tunral in Vienam s 2013,




Bangladesh Navy and Air Force

Bangladesh Mavy has got their instalation in Kaptai. Besides, they
actively provide all kind of security support to Army with their small vessals
in the river route of CHT. Bangladesh Alr Force is part of overall function in
CHT. The entire rescue and evacualion mission, carrying senior officials elc
are implemented by their halicopters. Air Forces played important role by
evacuating foreign and local fourist from Saint Martin Island during Tsunami
warning in 2004,

Likely Fields of Contribution by Armed Forces

Communication Network

Al present, there are only few good inter-district and sub-district road
networks available to travel around CHT, However, if the future road projects
of Bangladesh Army can be extended and linked lo few selactive lourist
spots then the CHT tourism sector would be benefited.

Recreational Facilities

Events like boating, riveriake cruises, water sporis, hill adveniures,
forest walks, jungle treks, hill cycling, canceing are not well arranged in
CHT. Armed Forces can be a suilable oplion for developing adventurous
event in CHT tourism.

Eco-friendly Resort and Tourist Spots

There remains a shortage of good number eco-frendly resorts in
remate tourist spots of CHT. Bangladesh Army and Border Guard have
consiructed a good number of resorts and cotages in different areas of
CHT. More number of low cost environment friendly cottages need o be
constructad in- line with them, Bangladesh Army has already developed few
eco-tourism friendly spots with all the facilities in Nilgid, Sajek which have
become very popular. Tourists enjoy pollution free environment and
aconomy of effort staying avemnight.

Security

Tourist police should be the prime stake holder to ensure comfort and
sacurity of the tourists. In addition, Armed Forces' assistance may be sought
in case of any emergency lo act as a deterrence. However, in future, if any
organized lour packages are introduced, Army may provide additional safety
1o the tourists within their jurisdiction and area of responsibilities,

Armed Forces vis-a-vis Other Stakeholders

A methodological approach involving all the stakeholders is needed to
devialop overall lourism infrastructure of CHT. This would allow developing a
permanent institutional selup to promole CHT tourism. A quadrilateral
approach involving all the stakeholders is needed lo develop the tourism
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infrastructure of CHT which is projecied in the diagram below, Any work in
isolation may not bring the common goal. Other stakeholders will definitely
be banafited seeking advice from.

Army related to infrastructure development matter
Figure: Slakeholders in Integrated Tourism Development Process

Prioritizing Tourist

Spot Development
A priority list for
developing various
lourist spols according to
gttraction values and
raquirament of
et infrastructural facilities
and Tourists neads to be detarmined.
Considerin budget
Source: Prepared by Author : g

constraints, development
has o be exacuted in such a way so thal with minimum expenditure it is
possible to achieve maximum benefil. Initially, the places need less facility
should be given prionty ower other places. Tourist spots already developed
by Armed Forces need (o be taken inlo consideration while developing any
tourism zaone.

Exploring Water Bodies

Visitors are always atfracted by sightseeing through river routes and
lakes of CHT. River cruise along Sangu, Maini, Kaptai and Boga Lake are
always enchanting for visitors. These would allow them to observe tribal [ife
around the rivers and lakes. Provision of water ski and floating restaurant in
rivers and lakes can be organized for entertainment and dining. AN
recreational facilities can be made available on floating hotels. Bangladesh
Mavy elements based in Kaptai may fake some efforts ulilizing obsolete
auxiliary ships.

Safari Tourism

To provide with a test of tropical hill forest, safaris with boundary can be
arranged for tourists. In this regard, safety arrangements need to be
ensured for the adventure seekers. Small litile coltages and fnbal huts with
local food may be amranged during safari. Different stakeholders may seek
contribution from Armed Forces in this regard.

Tourism in the form of Adventure

Mountain Climbing, Jungle trekking, Scuba diving, Glider landing and
Para motor flying can be introduced in suitable places of CHT. Qualfied
retired personnel of Bangladesh Armed Forces can supervise these events.




Youth, students and adventure seekers will definitely be amazed getting
these exclusive opporiunities.

Military Tourism

Military towrism is gelting popular around the globe. In many cases,
military fourism is developed for those who like adventurous recreation.
Military tourism usually develops around places of military environment.
CHT is a suitable place for riding military transport and fighting vehicles
along rough terrain which would provide someone with the rare experiencea.
They can feel the thrilling lifestyle in hills and jungles.'® Today, military
tourism is one of the fast growing leisure activibes in Sri Lanka, Thailand,
Vietnam and many countries of South America. Military fourism can add a
new dimension in developing tourism infrastructure in our CHT. In this
regard, some sieps could be taken by developing the concept of military
tourism in CHT.

Likely Contribution by Bangladesh Navy

Bangladesh Mawvy may also contribute in developing and promoding
tourism in CHT. As Sri Lankan Mavy; Bangladesh Mavy may also arrange
the sunset cruisa inclueding on board restavrant and provigion for night stay
which could aftract the tourists. Mavy can also provide the opportunities for
scuba diving and snorkefing for the fourists in Kaptai Lake. Canal boat rides
and holiday homes can be provided on board small crafts and suxilary
ships &nd crafts. A Navy big ship of obsolete nature can be kept which can
be visited by the tourisis.

Likely Contribution by Bangladesh Air Force

Bangladesh Air Forces can provide attractive events to the tourists. Old
version plane and helicopters can be used for viewing scenic beauties of
CHT. L 39 Cessna (ohsolete) may be used for this purpose. Helicopiers can
render assistance to the tourists for rescue operation in case of emergency.
A military hardware display could be aranged in CHT, whene Bangladesh Air
Force can augment in displaying their collection and replicas. Remote
natural treasures (Mirinja range, Sajek range, Rankhiyang range etc.) could
be unveiled to tourisis by halicopier rides.

Conclusion

Towrism is considered as an emerging economic sector around the
globe. Many countries” GDP is primarily influenced by tourism industry.
Bangladesh is bestowed with immense natural besuties. CHT occupies a
major portion of amazing beauties of Bangladesh. BPC predicts that the
tourists” ammival and foreign currency eaming in Bangladesh will surpass the
estimate made by UNWTO. But, only by Cox's Bazar, Sundarban it would be
a difficult task. Tourist potentials of CHT must be taken into consideration
and existing facilities of CHT tourism must be developed. Selective remote
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tourist spots need to be connected through link roads from existing metaled
road constructed by Army. Border road once constructed in future by Army
can also play a vital role for inler-country tourism,

Presenily, no air communication facility exists in CHT, Recreational
facility is less and there remains some kind of fear of insecurity amang the
tourists. There remains many hurdles too in developing tourism
infrastructure of CHT. Absence of sound planning in toursm development of
CHT has been felt many a times. Conftemporary Armed Forces are
contributing much in their national tourism sector having separate tourism
wing under the organization. Bangladesh Armed Forces are quite capable of
contributing in infrastructured developmeant of fourism in CHT, Developing
road and water communication network, supporting for establishing airports
and helipads, arranging adventurous events, eco-friendly resort/cottage
construction could be possible fields of supporting tourism. In case of
emergency, being slationed in an operational area like CHT, Armed Forces
may also augment other law enforcing agencies when called for,
Experienced refired Armed Forces personnel can be employed in planning
and organizing military tourism which will help them finding their second
career. Here, possible roles of all forces nead to be clearly laid out. At the
same time, we must remember that while involving in these jobs, Armed
Forces must not drift out from performing thedr primary robe in CHT. Armed
Forces can also contribule in shaping the minds of locals on conservation of
nature and maintaining the pollution free environment (pre-condition for
suslainable tourism) through their usual pacification and motivation
programme on behall of govemment,

Recommendations

Bangladesh Armed Forces or Sena Kallyan Sangstha may have a
saparate loursm wing. This tourism wing may look-after the planning and
coordination of military loursm promotions, packages and related affairs in
CHT in coordination with other public and private foursm organizations.
Relirad Armed Forces persannel having experience of serving in CHT and
qualified in adventure training (like Commando and similar in Navy and
Airforce) may be useful promoling military tourism,

There may be a concept of package guided tour conducted by national
tourism bodies (BPC, BTB etc.) in all the districts of CHT. Armed Forces
may provide necessary assistance in its adventurous events as mentioned
in the paper,
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REFLECTIONS ON THE ARMED FORCES DAY
Professor Dr. Md, Tawfiqul Haider

21 Movember iz an auspicious date which marks am important
milestone in the history of Bangladesh Armed Forces, and the national
history. Such an occasion offers a vantage point fo reflect on the spirit and
significance of the Day as well as the lessons derved from it

Of all the vicissitudes that oocumed in the hisiory of this region towards
the beginning of the 70s in the twentieth century, the emergence of
Bangladesh as a free and soversign independent staie in the map of the
world is undoubtedly unique and distinctive. A dispassionate study of the
glorious War of Liberation (26 March - 16 December 1971) reveals that a
remarkable aspect during this eventful perod is the dynamic and effective
role of the Bengalee military personnel (both officers and men) of the three
services |.e. Army, Navy and Air Force, These brave sentinels of the soll
fought shoulder fo shoulder with the people from all walks of life.
Resaarchers and analysts thus appositely dascribe the Libaration War as a
"Peoples War' in which the regular armed forces rendered a yeoman's
sennce,

Historians and scholars have recorded in their seminal works that the
origin and genesis of the Bangladesh Forces (BDF) took place during the
first Bangladesh Sector Commanders Conference in the wesk of 11-17 July,
1871 at tha BOF HQ situated at 8, Theatre Road, Kolkata, West Bangal of
India. The Bengalee military forces fought in the numerous campaigns
under the dynamic command of the Sector Commanders of eleven sectors
into which the geographical area of Bangladesh was divided for military
operational purpose, Viewing from the proper parspective the Armead Forces
Day forms an inspiring chapter in the annals of military operations during the
Liberation War of Bangladesh,

On 21 Movember 1971, the three services of Bangladesh Forces
launched a well - coordinated offensive on all seclors of the War against the
Pakistani occupalion forces and achieved faclical victories. These tactical
successes ware also malched by stralegic viclores one after the ather. The
simultaneous joint operations of the Bangladesh Forces proved decisive and
is considered as a turmning point of the 8-month long Liberation War, By
sheer grit and determination, oplimum wuse of available resources,
professional competence and undaunted relentless efforts each and every
offensive operation of the Bangladesh Forces spelled catastrophe for the
Pakistani occupation Army. With each passing day large areas along the
border were liberated and the lines of communications were disrupted.
Resultantly within three weeks or so from 21 November there was the total
collapse of the combat effectiveness of the enemy forces. All these paved
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the path for achieving final victory on 16 December 1971 after a full-scale
joint offensive of the Allied Forces which was formed by the Indian and the
Bangladesh military forces.

The spint of the Armed Forces Day is all-pervading and all-
encompassing. Every year the very sacred Armed Forces Day brings forth
and focuses the spint of the Liberation War. The lofty ideals of the 8-month
glorious War in which there is the manifestation of the spirit of supreme
sacrfice are fully echoed through this Day on which the members of the
Armed Forces, and the people from different straia recall the memories of
the highest sacrifice made by the martyrs who have performed acts of
greatest heroism pariculardy the seven recipients of the highest gallaniry
award i.e. BIR SRESHTHO. They are namely :-

® Captain Mohiuddin Jahangir (Army) - 06 March 1945 - 14 December 1971

* Sepoy Mostafa Kamal (Army) - 16 December 1547 - 18 April 1871
® Sepay Hamidur Rahman (Army) - 02 February 1953 - 28 Ociober 1971

® Mohammad Ruhul Amin Engine Room Arificer (Navy) 1934/1935 - 10
December 1971

® Flight Lieutenant Matiur Rahman (Air Force) - 29 Oclober 1947 - 20
August 1971

® Lance Nayek Munshi Abdur Rouf (EPR now BGEB) - 01 May 1943 - 18
April 1971

® Lance Layek Nur Mohammad Sheikh (EPR now BGB) - 26 February
1836 - 05 September 1971

It is important to note of these seven BIR SRESHTHOs five are mambears
of the regular Armed Forces. The entire nation along with the defense
services personnel express sincere sympathy towards the members of the
martyr families. At the same time the spirit of the Armed Forces Day is
further reflacted by expressing solidarity with the war-heroes, war-heroines
(who have been given the status of freedom fighters), war-injured freedom
fighters. And it is eternal truth that Heroes Never Die.

The Armed Forces Day bears immense significance in the national
history of Bangladesh. It reverberates the Clausewitz Theory of
revalutionizing the military forces to act in unison so as to render affective
role both in war and peace. In similar vein British Prime Ministers David
Lioyd George (1916-22) and Sir Winston (Leonard Spencer) Churchill
(1940-45 and 1851-55) during World War | and || respectively have stressad
upaon the pragmatic and combined rale of the armed forces io lead the war
with & "steely resolution’. This element was significantly visible amongst the
Bengalee military personnel during the Liberation War. By launching
successful operations n the eleven sectors of the War, the Bangladesh
Forces eamed confidence and admiration of masses from the core of their
hearts.

The selfiess sacrfice and immense contribution of the Armed Forces
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towards achieving the hard eamed independence have enfrusted upon them
with even much more responsibility than the constitutional provision as
‘custodians of sovereignty.’ In the context of reality Bangladesh is a Third
Warld developing country confronting multifarious socio-aconomic problems.
Due to geographical location and key geo-political position, Bangladesh
faces both natural and man-made challenges. During such unforeseen
situation the Armed Forces have risen to the occasion and by rendering
invaluable services fulfill the expectations of the masses. Their dedicated
efforts in the various sectors of national development have eamed the
praise and appreciation of the commaon man.

An objective analysis thus reveals that the Armed Forces Day which is
observed with zeal and enthusiasm on 21 Movember every year under the
angis of the Armed Forces Division bears great historical significance not
onky in the military sphere but also in the body - politic of Bangladesh. [n this
era of globalization the Armed Forces are not meant to function in isolation
for anly the defence of the country but also play an effective role to the
preservation of peace and tranquility in the strife-torn areas of the world.
Thus the cumulative significance of the Armed Forces Day is discerned by
the global dimension added to it by active participation of 1,36,000 members
from Bangladesh Armed Forcas participating in 47 peace-keeping missions
of 34 countries since 1988,

More importantly, in @ democratic environment the members of Armed
Forces are people-oriented with a commitment to uphold the values of
demacracy. Such an atmosphere ushers in the officers and men the sense
of belonging and identity retated to their service, society and state. The
Armed Forces, thus, form an important and integral part of the social milieu
and contribute to the upward mobility of the state.

The lessons derived from the Armed Forces Day act as a beacon of
light and ray of hope for each and every patriotic member of the Armed
Forces. This historic Day imparts the invaluable teaching that “Unity is
strength’. It was the unified command and action of the three services which
drove the last nail in the coffin of the Pakistani occupation forces, That the
Armmed Forces have emerged as an unifying force is amply testified by the
fact that people from different shades of opinion participate in the
celebrations organized by the Armed Forces Division not only in Senakunja
of Dhaka Cantanment but also in the Cantonments of all other Division HQs
as well as in foreign missions where there is a Defence Attache from
Bangladesh.

The Armed Forces Day essentially shows how patriotism, zeal and
dedication for the cause of motherdand can overcome well-equipped and
much larger anemias. It is commitment of purpose which leads to ultimate
trumph in spite of apparent mighty odds, This sgnificant Day establishes
the universal maxim that 'MIGHT IS RIGHT." It thus corroborates the fact
that guns and cannons cannot sience the freedom-loving masses which
finds itz most befitting manifestation in the historic SEVENTH MARCH (1871)
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SPEECH by the GREATEST BENGALEE FATHER OF NATION BANGABANDHU i

SHEIKH MUJIBUR RAHMAN. The clarion call of Bangabandhu unified the ~zal -
entire nation and set in mation the forces which culminated in the War of - k
Liberation. The pairiolic Bangalee members of Army, Mavy and Alr Force -

took it a5 a duty to respond promptly to the call of the unparalleled leader of
the masses and played their due role with utmost sense of responsibility.

The Armed Forces Day also revivas the espint de comps between the
members of the three services and cements their Lies with the civil services
personnel. By enhancing inter-service bondage the Day strengthens
solidarity batwean the rank and file of the three services as well as paople
from all walks of life. Civil-military relations gain momentum as testified by
the spontaneous turn up of the enthusiastic masses imespective of gender,
age, creed and colowr in the exhibitions and displays organized by the three
sarvices at different locations all over the couniry on this occasion is
espousal o the actions and deeds, dedication and valour of the disciplined
military forces. This may well-nigh be considered as a deferential tribute by

the measses to the defence forces. What is unigue about the Day is the :"-'ﬁ .
exposition of fidality of each and every membar of the Armed Forces to the =3 -
country's flag and for upholding the constitution. In this regard like all " o »B """r,, e
patriotic citizens the defence services personnel are committed to e gcr —

unflagging assiduity for even sacrificing their precious lives at the altar of
presarving the country's freedom and soveraignty.

In winding up this discussson it is worthwhile to paint out that the timely
and eflective tactical operational role during the Liberation War especially
from 21 Movember onwards by the infrepid sentinels of the Armed Forces
have kept invaluable contribution fo the liberation of our matherand. Starting
from a scralch, step by step almost imperceptibly, the Armed Forces have
been built up to an optimum level as a modemn defence force of this regian.
By sheer efficiency and ability, transparency and strong integrity the Armed
Forces have eamed praise and erudition from home and abroad. In the
modem globalized world of tough competition ostensibly there is no scope
of complacence. The trust that has bean built up over the years enjoins
even greater responsibiity to enshoulder, As the Armed Forces Day 2016 is
being observed with due solemnity and fervour, its the ripe moment for
every member of the defence services fo take a fresh vow to preserve what
has been achieved and aim o make further progress through undertaking
regular hard training by acquiring the required efficiency for realizing the
Forces Goak2030. The efficacy of the remarkable Armed Forces Day lies in
the fact that it acts as the propelling force for selfless patriotism which has
been immaculately expressed in the historical remark made by the asth us
President John Fitzgerald Kennedy (1917-1963), during his inaugural
Address, “Ask not what your country can do for you - ask what you can do

for your country.'
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